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Ancient Inventions trivia highlights the clever tools, techniques, and discoveries developed
by early civilizations long before the modern age. From writing systems and water clocks to
concrete and the wheel, these innovations helped transform daily life, trade, engineering,
and communication. This page offers a family-friendly mix of easy, funny, and challenging
guestions that put the ingenuity of the ancient world in context.

HARD ANCIENT INVENTIONS TRIVIA

1. In Mesopotamian brick building of the 2nd millennium BCE, what structural form marks the
earliest known example of its kind?

Answer: The true arch.

2. Which ancient metalworking process created highly detailed statues by forming a mold
around a wax model?
Answer: Lost-wax casting.

3. What separation technique let ancient metallurgists extract silver from lead ores?
Answer: Cupellation.

4. Before blast furnaces, which furnace type produced wrought iron in the ancient world?
Answer: The bloomery.

5. Which famed blade material was produced in ancient India and became known for its high
quality?
Answer: Wootz steel.

6. Ancient Persia developed what water-management system that moved groundwater through
gently sloping underground tunnels?
Answer: The ganat system.

7. Which water-lifting machine relied on a river’'s current to rotate containers and raise
water?
Answer: The noria.

8. If the wheel is turned by animals rather than by the river itself, the ancient
water-lifting device is called what?
Answer: The sakia.

9. Roman surveyors used which instrument to lay out straight lines and right angles?
Answer: The groma.

10. Vitruvius described what Roman leveling instrument?
Answer: The chorobates.

11. What Greek term named a device used to measure traveled distance?
Answer: Hodometer.



12. In the era of Zhang Heng, some Chinese mechanical devices employed what mechanism that
would be developed more fully later?
Answer: The escapement mechanism.

13. Later descriptions of ancient Chinese south-pointing chariots credit them with using
what kind of gearing?
Answer: Differential gearing.

14. Roman builders used which type of arch over openings specifically to reduce weight?
Answer: The segmental arch.

FUNNY ANCIENT INVENTIONS TRIVIA

1. If you visited Knossos and found a room with surprisingly advanced bathroom bragging
rights, what ancient convenience might you be looking at?

Answer: A flush toilet

2. In Roman public latrines, what was the name of the sponge-on-a-stick tool that definitely
would not make a great modern souvenir?
Answer: The tersorium

3. True or false: toothpicks are so old that archaeologists have found them at ancient sites
and classical societies used them.?
Answer: True

4. What prehistoric northern European chew was basically the ancient answer to 'give me
something to keep my mouth busy’?
Answer: Birch pitch chewing gum

5. In ancient Egypt, what eye cosmetic was worn by both men and women, proving eyeliner had
a very long head start?
Answer: Kohl

6. What small grooming tool shows ancient people were already committed to the fine art of
yanking out annoying hairs?
Answer: Tweezers

7. Long before department stores had fragrance counters, what product was already being made
in the ancient Near East and Egypt?
Answer: Perfume

8. Mesopotamian drinkers used which invention to sip beer without getting a mouthful of
floating solids?
Answer: A beer straw

9. Some ancient dentures were made with what rather alarming source material?
Answer: Human or animal teeth



10. Before indoor plumbing became the star of the house, what portable nighttime bathroom
standby was already in use?
Answer: A chamber pot

11. In many Roman bath and toilet complexes, what fixture was a standard feature for quick
practical use?
Answer: A urinal

12. Before modern shampoo entered the chat, what plant-based cleaner was used along with
oils to wash up?
Answer: Soapwort

13. What curved scraping tool did Greeks and Romans use in bathing to remove sweat and oil,
essentially making 'skincare’ a full-contact sport?
Answer: A strigil

FUN ANCIENT INVENTIONS TRIVIA

1. Before breakfast toast and grape juice had modern machinery, what ancient device in the
Near East was already helping turn grapes into wine?

Answer: The wine press

2. True or false: Soap-like cleansing mixtures were already being made in ancient Babylon.?
Answer: True

3. If an ancient Egyptian wanted a dramatic hairstyle without waiting for it to grow, what
invention might they wear made from human hair and plant fibers?
Answer: A wig

4. What familiar security idea was already at work in large wooden locks in ancient Egypt?
Answer: The lock-and-key principle

5. Which ancient warfare machine sounds like it would ruin both a wall and your afternoon
picnic?
Answer: The catapult

6. What Byzantine weapon brought the terrifying combo of flames and naval combat to ancient
warfare?
Answer: Greek fire

7. The torsion ballista stored power using what surprisingly springy trick?
Answer: Twisted bundles of fibers

8. Which invention in ancient China helped lift water instead of asking it politely to climb
uphill?
Answer: The chain pump

9. Ancient China achieved large-scale production of which metal material centuries before it
spread to Europe?



Answer: Cast iron

10. By at least the Warring States period, ancient China was already using what projectile
weapon?
Answer: The crossbow

11. What riding aid became important in Asia before it was common in medieval Europe?
Answer: The stirrup

12. Maya builders used what vaulting method in monumental architecture, stacking stones
inward until they met?
Answer: The corbel vault

13. Roman roads lasted so well partly because they were built how?
Answer: In layered sections for durability

ANCIENT INVENTIONS FAMILY TRIVIA
1. Who is traditionally credited with improving papermaking around 105 CE in Han China?

Answer: Cai Lun

2. Which Han dynasty inventor built a seismoscope in 132 CE?
Answer: Zhang Heng

3. What ancient device was recovered from a shipwreck near Antikythera in 1901?
Answer: The Antikythera mechanism

4. Archimedes is associated with which water-lifting device?
Answer: The Archimedean screw

5. What is the name of an ancient water clock used in several civilizations?
Answer: The clepsydra

6. In ancient Roman sources, what device measured distance traveled?
Answer: The odometer

7. Which device was described by the ancient engineer Ctesibius?
Answer: The force pump

8. Greek and Roman engineers used what instrument for surveying?
Answer: The dioptra

9. Which work by Vitruvius wrote about machines and buildings?
Answer: De Architectura

10. What steam-powered device was described by Hero of Alexandria?
Answer: The aeolipile

11. Which ancient city featured rock-cut channels that helped control and store water?



Answer: Petra

12. Which city-state became a naval power partly through large-scale construction of
triremes?
Answer: Athens

EASY ANCIENT INVENTIONS TRIVIA
1. What writing material was used in ancient Egypt?

Answer: Papyrus was used as a writing material in ancient Egypt.

2. Bronze is made mainly from copper and what other metal?
Answer: Bronze is made mainly from copper and tin.

3. In ancient Mesopotamia, cuneiform was commonly written on what?
Answer: Cuneiform was written on clay tablets in ancient Mesopotamia.

4. What simple machine uses a rigid bar and a fulcrum to multiply force?
Answer: A lever uses a rigid bar and a fulcrum to multiply force.

5. What helped ancient boats move using wind power?
Answer: Sails helped ancient boats move by wind power.

6. Which ancient device tells time by the position of a shadow?
Answer: The sundial tells time by the position of a shadow.

7. What carried water to fields in early civilizations?
Answer: Irrigation canals carried water to fields in early civilizations.

8. The seed drill is traditionally linked to which ancient civilization?
Answer: The seed drill is traditionally linked to ancient China.

9. Paper-making is widely associated with which historical era and place?
Answer: Paper-making is widely associated with Han China.

10. What building material enabled large-scale construction in ancient Rome?
Answer: Roman concrete enabled large-scale construction in ancient Rome.

11. Which structural feature was key in Roman engineering?
Answer: The arch was a key structural feature in Roman engineering.

12. What carried fresh water into Roman cities?
Answer: Aqueducts carried fresh water into Roman cities.

13. What craft was practiced in the ancient Near East to make transparent objects?
Answer: Glassmaking was practiced in the ancient Near East.
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