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Ancient Rome trivia explores the civilisation that began with the founding of Rome in the
8th century BC and developed through the Roman Kingdom, Roman Republic, and Roman Empire.
Spanning centuries of political change, military expansion, and cultural influence, it
offers a rich way to test what you know about one of historyâ��s most studied societies.

HARD ANCIENT ROME TRIVIA
1. Which emperor is notable for having voluntarily stepped down from the imperial throne?
Answer: Diocletian

2. Who was the last Roman emperor to rule both the eastern and western halves of the empire
at the same time?
Answer: Theodosius I

3. Rome rose on the banks of which river?
Answer: Tiber River

4. According to Roman tradition, who founded the city of Rome?
Answer: Romulus

5. At Zama, Hannibal was defeated by which Roman commander?
Answer: Scipio Africanus

6. Which Roman leader defeated Antony and Cleopatra at Actium?
Answer: Octavian

7. In what year was the Edict of Milan issued?
Answer: 313 AD

8. What was the name of the mechanism Sulla used to eliminate enemies and seize property?
Answer: proscriptions

9. Caesar’s victory over Pompey came at which battle?
Answer: Battle of Pharsalus

10. Shortly before his assassination, Julius Caesar held what title for life?
Answer: dictator perpetuo

11. Which emperor leaned all the way into a mythic strongman brand by presenting himself as
Hercules in imperial imagery?
Answer: Commodus

12. What was the name of Caracalla’s measure that extended Roman citizenship to most free
inhabitants of the empire?
Answer: Constitutio Antoniniana



13. The collapse of the Western Roman Empire, marking the end of Ancient Rome in this fact
set, occurred in which century AD?
Answer: 5th century AD

14. The First Punic War opened in what year?
Answer: 264 BC

FUNNY ANCIENT ROME TRIVIA
1. Which Roman figure basically treated the consulship like a loyalty punch card, thanks to
repeated terms and major military reforms?
Answer: Gaius Marius

2. True or false: Late in his reign, Tiberius withdrew from Rome to Capri.?
Answer: True

3. After the civil wars that followed Commodus’s death, who came out on top and became
emperor?
Answer: Septimius Severus

4. Who is traditionally remembered as Rome’s last kingâ��the one with the distinctly unsubtle
nickname ’the Proud’?
Answer: Tarquin the Proud

5. If you wanted to avoid poking a legally protected hornet’s nest in Roman politics, which
officeholder was considered sacrosanct while in office?
Answer: Tribune of the plebs

6. In the imperial period, who commanded a legionâ��the person actually in charge, not just
shouting dramatically from horseback?
Answer: A legate

7. What was the name of the plebeians’ collective walkout, the Roman version of saying
’fine, do your own government then’?
Answer: The secession of the plebs

8. Whose funeral speech helped swing public anger against Caesar’s killersâ��proof that Roman
public speaking could be dangerously effective?
Answer: Mark Antony

9. Which emperor eventually swapped Rome for Capri late in his reign, choosing island
distance over city bustle?
Answer: Tiberius

10. If Rome handed out a ’Final Monarch, Please Turn In Your Crown’ certificate, who would
get it?
Answer: Tarquin the Proud

11. Which Roman office came with sacrosanct status while in office, making attacks on the



holder a very bad idea politically and religiously?
Answer: Tribune of the plebs

12. In imperial Rome, what was the title of the officer who commanded a legion?
Answer: Legate

13. What collective tactic gave plebeians political leverage when they essentially said, ’No
citizens, no city’?
Answer: The secession of the plebs

FUN ANCIENT ROME TRIVIA
1. What year did Rome give its monarchy the boot and become a republic?
Answer: 509 BC

2. In the Roman Republic, how many consuls got the top job each year instead of just one
person hogging it?
Answer: Two consuls

3. What was the name for Romeâ��s commoner class?
Answer: Plebeians

4. Which Roman social group had the elite hereditary status in early Rome?
Answer: Patricians

5. What early Roman law code sounds like it could be a very stern furniture set?
Answer: The Twelve Tables

6. The Battle of Actium took place in what year?
Answer: 31 BC

7. What name is given to Romeâ��s long stretch of relative imperial peace and stability?
Answer: Pax Romana

8. Which emperor founded Constantinople as a new imperial capital?
Answer: Constantine I

9. Which Roman measure officially legalized Christianity in the empire?
Answer: The Edict of Milan

10. Who is traditionally remembered as the last western Roman emperor?
Answer: Romulus Augustulus

11. Who deposed Romulus Augustulus, ending that emperorâ��s time on the throne?
Answer: Odoacer

12. What expanded over time so that it reached far beyond the city of Rome itself?
Answer: Roman citizenship



13. Who was the last king of Rome before the monarchy was shown the exit?
Answer: Tarquinius Superbus

ANCIENT ROME FAMILY TRIVIA
1. On what famous date was Julius Caesar assassinated?
Answer: The Ides of March

2. Who became Rome’s first emperor?
Answer: Augustus became Rome’s first emperor.

3. What was the primary language of ancient Rome?
Answer: Latin was the primary language of ancient Rome.

4. If a Roman soldier wanted help from the god of war, which god would that be?
Answer: Mars

5. What is the name of the famous amphitheater in Rome?
Answer: The Colosseum

6. What network helped connect cities across the Roman Empire?
Answer: Roman roads connected cities across the empire.

7. What structures carried water into Roman cities?
Answer: Aqueducts carried water into Roman cities.

8. What were the core units of the Roman army called?
Answer: Roman legions were the core units of the Roman army.

9. Which city gave Roman civilization its name?
Answer: The city of Rome gave its name to Roman civilization.

10. Who led a major uprising against Rome in a story that still makes history books sit up
straight?
Answer: Spartacus led a major slave uprising against Rome.

11. Crossing which river signaled the start of civil war for Julius Caesar?
Answer: The Rubicon

12. At which battle did Octavian defeat Antony and Cleopatra?
Answer: The Battle of Actium

EASY ANCIENT ROME TRIVIA
1. What was one of the highest magistrate offices in the Roman Republic?
Answer: Consul

2. Roman religion was originally what kind of belief system: polytheistic or monotheistic?
Answer: Polytheistic



3. Who was the chief god of Roman state religion?
Answer: Jupiter

4. Which major Roman goddess shares her name with a planet?
Answer: Venus

5. What was the civic center of ancient Rome called?
Answer: Forum Romanum

6. In ancient Rome, what kind of events were held in amphitheaters?
Answer: Gladiatorial games

7. Where did Romans go for major chariot races?
Answer: Circus Maximus

8. What were officers in the Roman army called?
Answer: Centurions

9. Which city was Rome’s major rival in the Punic Wars?
Answer: Carthage

10. Who invaded Italy during the Second Punic War?
Answer: Hannibal

11. Which Roman emperor ordered the construction of a wall in Britain that now bears his
name?
Answer: Hadrian

12. In what year was Romulus Augustulus deposed?
Answer: 476 AD

13. Which part of the Roman world fell first, the Western Roman Empire or the Eastern Roman
Empire?
Answer: The Western Roman Empire
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