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Banshee trivia explores the famous female spirit of Irish folklore said to foretell a family
memberâ��s death through screaming, wailing, shrieking, or keening. Rooted in Gaelic
tradition, the figureâ��s name is linked to the sˆ›de, the ancient mounds or tumuli that hold
deep mythological importance across Ireland. Expect a mix of eerie folklore, cultural
context, and surprising details that range from beginner-friendly to genuinely challenging.

HARD BANSHEE TRIVIA
1. Before it came to denote otherworldly beings, what did the Old Irish word "sˆ›d"
originally refer to?
Answer: A mound.

2. In older Irish sources, which plural form is used for fairy mounds or their inhabitants?
Answer: Sˆ›de.

3. Which pair of Irish expressions lies behind the English word "banshee"?
Answer: Bean sˆ› and bean sˆ›de.

4. The bean nighe is discussed as a related figure in the lore of which language tradition?
Answer: Scottish Gaelic.

5. According to some traditions, who can hear a banshee’s warning?
Answer: Only the person or household concerned.

6. Irish tradition links the sˆ› with what kind of ancient features scattered across the
countryside?
Answer: Ancient tumuli.

7. Which 19th-century writer included banshee traditions in her writings on Irish legends?
Answer: Lady Wilde.

8. What key feature separates the banshee from a ghost in the tradition summarized here?
Answer: She is typically attached to a lineage rather than to a single dead individual.

9. In some versions of the lore, when might more than one banshee appear?
Answer: For the death of a person of great importance.

10. Which form became standard in English-language folklore writing: the original Irish
wording or the anglicized spelling?
Answer: The anglicized spelling became standard.

11. If an English-language folklorist wanted the standard written form, what spelling would
they typically use?
Answer: Banshee.

12. Playful but precise: in some tellings, the banshee is basically on a very exclusive



guest list. Whose ears is she said to reach?
Answer: Only the person or household concerned.

13. Which named comparison figure comes from Scottish Gaelic lore rather than Irish
terminology proper?
Answer: The bean nighe.

FUNNY BANSHEE TRIVIA
1. If a banshee were filling out a fantasy-profile form, which English gloss would fit her
best?
Answer: woman fairy

2. In folklore, what is a banshee more famous for delivering: a punch or a loud crying fit?
Answer: loud crying

3. Some tales make the banshee memorable for what feature more than her face?
Answer: hair

4. In folklore art, is the banshee usually easier to hear or easier to see?
Answer: hear than see

5. A banshee is basically the supernatural opposite of what kind of blessedly peaceful
person?
Answer: quiet neighbor

6. According to some legends, what might listeners do the moment a banshee starts crying
fiercely?
Answer: wake instantly

7. Some descriptions give the banshee what eye color, supposedly from endless weeping?
Answer: red eyes

8. In some stories, what unsettling laundry item is the banshee seen washing?
Answer: bloodstained clothes

9. If you tried to interview a banshee, what is she more likely to do than converse?
Answer: keen

10. Folklore often gives the banshee a dramatic entrance through what alone?
Answer: sound alone

11. A bansheeâ��s cry traditionally acts as what kind of message, despite arriving with
absolutely no envelope?
Answer: family alert

12. Stories sometimes focus on the bansheeâ��s what more than her exact appearance?
Answer: eerie volume



13. Popular retellings make the banshee sound like she has what supernatural body feature?
Answer: supernatural lungs

FUN BANSHEE TRIVIA
1. In Scottish folklore, what close cousin fills the banshee role?
Answer: The bean nighe.

2. If you spot a bean nighe clocking in by a stream, what job is she usually described as
doing?
Answer: She is described as a washerwoman at a stream.

3. True or false: Every Irish tale describes the banshee as a frightening crone.?
Answer: False

4. On the flip side of fairy-tale glamour, what form does the banshee take in other stories?
Answer: An old hag.

5. What dramatic hair feature shows up in some banshee descriptions?
Answer: Long streaming hair.

6. Which outfit matches one traditional banshee look: gray cloak over green dress, blue coat
and boots, or black veil and gold crown?
Answer: Gray cloak over a green dress.

7. In another version of the wardrobe, the banshee is dressed in what color, with red eyes
from constant weeping?
Answer: White.

8. What everyday grooming item pops up in banshee folklore often enough to earn its own
warning label?
Answer: A comb.

9. Folklore says you should think twice before pocketing what suspicious item that might
belong to a banshee?
Answer: A stray comb.

10. If a banshee wanted the moodiest possible backdrop, what natural setting do some legends
give her?
Answer: Near rivers or streams.

11. The banshee belongs to what broader supernatural tradition?
Answer: The Celtic supernatural tradition.

12. Can the banshee make an entrance without actually showing up on camera, so to speak?
Answer: Yes. In some tales, her voice is heard even when her form is unseen.

13. In certain stories, how does the banshee manage to be extra theatrical while lamenting?
Answer: She hovers in the air.



BANSHEE FAMILY TRIVIA
1. According to tradition, banshees are said to follow what kind of families?
Answer: Old Irish families

2. Which family name is often linked with a banshee in Irish legend: O’Neill, Kennedy, or
Murphy?
Answer: O’Neill

3. Which family is frequently named among those said to have a banshee?
Answer: O’Brien

4. True or false: The O’Connor family is also associated with banshee traditions.?
Answer: True

5. Which family name appears in some banshee folklore stories?
Answer: O’Grady

6. Which family is named in certain Irish banshee traditions?
Answer: Kavanagh

7. One tradition says banshees attend families with what ancestry?
Answer: Milesian ancestry

8. In folklore, a banshee’s lament is usually for a death within what?
Answer: A particular household line

9. Does folklore usually limit a banshee’s warning to one family or to a whole village?
Answer: One family

10. Some stories describe a family banshee as being passed down across what?
Answer: Generations

11. Where do many accounts say a banshee appears in relation to the dying person’s home?
Answer: Outside the home

12. In family-centered legends, the banshee’s cry is most commonly heard when?
Answer: At night

EASY BANSHEE TRIVIA
1. In Irish folklore, what kind of being is a banshee?
Answer: A female spirit

2. What is a banshee traditionally known for announcing in a family?
Answer: A death in the family

3. How is a bansheeâ��s cry often described?
Answer: Wailing



4. Which word is also used to describe the sound of a bansheeâ��s cry?
Answer: Screaming

5. If a banshee were on a spooky soundboard, which noise would fit best?
Answer: Shrieking

6. What Irish term is banshee derived from?
Answer: bean sˆ›

7. In the phrase bean sˆ›, what does bean mean?
Answer: Woman

8. In bean sˆ›, what does sˆ› refer to?
Answer: A fairy mound or otherworldly dwelling

9. A banshee belongs to the folklore of which place?
Answer: Irish mythology and folklore

10. True or false: A banshee causes death directly.?
Answer: False

11. The banshee is strongly associated with what form of lament?
Answer: Keening

12. The Irish sˆ› are linked with ancient what in the landscape?
Answer: Mounds

13. What longer Irish form is commonly anglicized as banshee?
Answer: bean sˆ›de
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