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Basketball Legends trivia highlights the iconic players, defining achievements, and cultural
moments that made the sport a global phenomenon. Expect a mix of easy, funny, and hard
prompts suited to family-friendly play, paired with a playful emoji-collage look that
matches the pageâ��s celebratory tone.

HARD BASKETBALL LEGENDS TRIVIA
1. Which dominant early star is credited with leading the Minneapolis Lakers to five BAA/NBA
championships from 1949 through 1954?
Answer: George Mikan

2. What pace-changing rule, introduced in 1954, permanently altered late-possession stalling
in pro basketball?
Answer: The 24-second shot clock

3. In what year did the Basketball Association of America, the league that later became part
of the NBA, begin play?
Answer: 1946

4. The inaugural NBA All-Star Game took place at Boston Garden in which year?
Answer: 1951

5. Which Hall of Fame center collected exactly three NBA MVP awards?
Answer: Moses Malone

6. Who sits second on the NBA’s all-time regular-season scoring list?
Answer: Karl Malone

7. Name the player who still holds the NBA career records for both assists and steals.?
Answer: John Stockton

8. Which commissioner oversaw the NBA from 1984 until 2014?
Answer: David Stern

9. Which internationally celebrated big man was drafted by Portland in 1986 but did not make
his NBA debut until 1995?
Answer: Arvydas Sabonis

10. Before becoming a key piece of the Bulls, Toni Kukoc starred for which club?
Answer: Benetton Treviso

11. Who won the first-ever NBA Most Valuable Player Award, handed out in 1956?
Answer: Bob Pettit

12. Which center posted the NBA’s first officially recognized quadruple-double in 1974?
Answer: Nate Thurmond



13. Whose famously underhand free-throw technique coincided with five league leads in
free-throw percentage?
Answer: Rick Barry

14. Who claimed the first two Defensive Player of the Year trophies, winning them in 1983
and 1984?
Answer: Sidney Moncrief

FUNNY BASKETBALL LEGENDS TRIVIA
1. Which basketball legend turned post-playing commentary into a colorful, free-flowing
adventure of words?
Answer: Bill Walton

2. True or false: Bill Walton became known for quiet, ultra-brief commentary after retiring
from playing.?
Answer: False

3. Who gave his dunks dramatic names, including the wonderfully over-the-top "Chocolate
Thunder Flyaway"?
Answer: Darryl Dawkins

4. If a dunk sounds like it needs its own movie poster, whose style are you probably hearing
about when you hear "Chocolate Thunder Flyaway"?
Answer: Darryl Dawkins

5. Which player wore the nickname "The Glove," as if steals came with built-in winter gear?
Answer: Gary Payton

6. What was Gary Payton’s famous nickname?
Answer: The Glove

7. Who was listed at 5 feet 3 inches tall, making him one of the shortest players in NBA
history?
Answer: Muggsy Bogues

8. Which player was listed at 5 feet 3 inches tall, proving a giant basketball rˆ'sumˆ' does
not require giant shoes?
Answer: Muggsy Bogues

9. Who won the 1986 NBA Slam Dunk Contest despite being 5 feet 7 inches tall?
Answer: Spud Webb

10. True or false: Spud Webb won the 1986 NBA Slam Dunk Contest while standing 5 feet 7
inches tall.?
Answer: True

11. Which high-flying guard collected three NBA Slam Dunk Contest wins?



Answer: Nate Robinson

12. How many times did Nate Robinson win the NBA Slam Dunk Contest?
Answer: Three times

13. Which player’s oversized hands inspired the nickname "The Klaw"?
Answer: Kawhi Leonard

FUN BASKETBALL LEGENDS TRIVIA
1. Which 1996 movie teamed Michael Jordan up with Bugs Bunny for one of the wildest
crossovers ever put on screen?
Answer: Space Jam

2. Before superhero team-ups were everywhere, Michael Jordan shared the spotlight with Bugs
Bunny in what film?
Answer: Space Jam

3. Which 1992 basketball movie starred Wesley Snipes and Woody Harrelson?
Answer: White Men Can’t Jump

4. Name the 1992 hoops film that paired Wesley Snipes with Woody Harrelson.?
Answer: White Men Can’t Jump

5. The Harlem Globetrotters began in 1926â��but in what city were they founded?
Answer: Chicago

6. True or false: The Harlem Globetrotters were founded in Harlem in 1926.?
Answer: False

7. What famous Harlem court is legendary for its summer streetball games?
Answer: Rucker Park

8. Which Los Angeles spot is especially known for its outdoor basketball courts?
Answer: Venice Beach

9. Sun, sand, and jump shots: what Los Angeles beach area is famous for outdoor basketball
courts?
Answer: Venice Beach

10. What nickname was given to the Los Angeles Lakers teams of the 1980s?
Answer: Showtime

11. If an 80s Lakers fast break felt more like theater than basketball, what nickname fits
that team?
Answer: Showtime

12. Who coached the Showtime Lakers to four NBA titles?
Answer: Pat Riley



13. The title-winning coach most tied to the Showtime Lakers was who?
Answer: Pat Riley

BASKETBALL LEGENDS FAMILY TRIVIA
1. Who was the first player to dunk in a WNBA game?
Answer: Lisa Leslie was the first player to dunk in a WNBA game.

2. What nickname is famously used for the 1992 United States men’s Olympic basketball team?
Answer: The Dream Team.

3. Which player averaged a triple-double for the entire 1961-62 NBA season?
Answer: Oscar Robertson averaged a triple-double for the entire 1961-62 NBA season.

4. True or false: Allen Iverson was listed at 6 feet tall during his NBA career.?
Answer: True

5. Which basketball star was born in Shanghai, China?
Answer: Yao Ming was born in Shanghai, China.

6. Who won back-to-back NBA MVP awards in 2005 and 2006?
Answer: Steve Nash won consecutive NBA MVP awards in 2005 and 2006.

7. The 1993 NBA MVP trophy went to which player?
Answer: Charles Barkley won the 1993 NBA MVP award.

8. Which NBA legend spent his entire NBA career with the Indiana Pacers?
Answer: Reggie Miller spent his entire NBA career with the Indiana Pacers.

9. Before joining the NBA, David Robinson served in which branch of the U.S. military?
Answer: David Robinson served in the U.S. Navy before joining the NBA.

10. How many NBA titles did Bob Cousy win with the Boston Celtics?
Answer: Bob Cousy won six NBA titles with the Boston Celtics.

11. Which coach led UCLA to 10 NCAA men’s basketball championships?
Answer: John Wooden coached UCLA to 10 NCAA men’s basketball championships.

12. How many NCAA men’s basketball titles did Mike Krzyzewski win as Duke’s coach?
Answer: Mike Krzyzewski coached Duke to five NCAA men’s basketball titles.

EASY BASKETBALL LEGENDS TRIVIA
1. Who invented basketball in 1891?
Answer: James Naismith invented basketball in 1891.

2. What league was created in 1949 from a merger of the BAA and NBL?
Answer: The National Basketball Association was formed in 1949 from a merger of the BAA and
NBL.



3. Which superstar won six NBA championships with the Chicago Bulls?
Answer: Michael Jordan won six NBA championships with the Chicago Bulls.

4. Who was drafted first overall by the Cleveland Cavaliers in 2003?
Answer: LeBron James was drafted first overall by the Cleveland Cavaliers in 2003.

5. Which player spent his entire NBA career with the Los Angeles Lakers?
Answer: Kobe Bryant spent his entire NBA career with the Los Angeles Lakers.

6. Magic Johnson played which position for the Los Angeles Lakers?
Answer: Magic Johnson played point guard for the Los Angeles Lakers.

7. Which Boston Celtics star is this clue pointing to: Larry who?
Answer: Larry Bird starred for the Boston Celtics.

8. Who scored 100 points in an NBA game in 1962?
Answer: Wilt Chamberlain scored 100 points in an NBA game in 1962.

9. Which Golden State Warriors star is especially known for three-point shooting?
Answer: Stephen Curry is widely known for three-point shooting with the Golden State
Warriors.

10. Who won three straight NBA titles with the Lakers from 2000 to 2002?
Answer: Shaquille O’Neal won three straight NBA titles with the Lakers from 2000 to 2002.

11. Which player won six NBA MVP awards?
Answer: Kareem Abdul-Jabbar won six NBA MVP awards.

12. How many NBA championships did Bill Russell win as a player with the Boston Celtics?
Answer: Bill Russell won 11 NBA championships as a player with the Boston Celtics.

13. Which player was famous for rebounding and defense?
Answer: Dennis Rodman was famous for rebounding and defense.
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