Beer Trivia: Questions, Answers, and Facts
Printable Trivia Pack

Beer trivia traces the story of brewing from ancient civilizations to modern taprooms,
highlighting how this long-lived beverage shaped everyday life, trade, and celebration.
Expect a mix of easy laughs, approachable facts, and tougher stumpers that make the topic
fun for casual players and serious beer buffs alike.

HARD BEER TRIVIA

1. In brewing microbiology, what is the species name for the yeast most closely associated
with bottom-fermented lagers?

Answer: Saccharomyces pastorianus

2. Which yeast species name belongs to classic top-fermenting ale strains?
Answer: Saccharomyces cerevisiae

3. What hop-derived compounds are primarily responsible for beer’s bittering potential
before the boil transforms them?
Answer: Alpha acids

4. When hop resins are boiled in wort, what compounds are formed from alpha acids and drive
much of the beer’s bitterness?
Answer: Iso-alpha acids

5. Before any fermentation begins, what is the name of the sugary malt-derived liquid in the
brewhouse?
Answer: Wort

6. Which brewing stage is specifically where malt enzymes convert starches into fermentable
sugars?
Answer: Mash

7. What is the technical term for the foamy cap that rises during active fermentation?
Answer: Krausen

8. A brewer checks the density of wort before yeast gets to work. What reading is being
measured?
Answer: Original gravity

9. Once fermentation is complete, what gravity reading reflects the density of the finished
beer?
Answer: Final gravity

10. Which scale would a brewer cite to estimate whether a beer pours pale gold or deep
black?

Answer: SRM

11. Name the old-school mash technique especially linked with central European lager brewing



traditions.?
Answer: Decoction mashing

12. In a grain-heavy mash that risks getting gummy, what specific rest is used to reduce
that gumminess?
Answer: Beta-glucan rest

13. If a brewer wants hop aroma without much extra bitterness, what technique are they using
by adding hops without boiling them?
Answer: Dry hopping

14. Which beer flavor compound is notorious for presenting as buttery in both aroma and
taste?
Answer: Diacetyl

FUNNY BEER TRIVIA

1. Under the medieval Reinheitsgebot, which three ingredients made the VIP list for beer
while everything else was left outside the tavern?

Answer: Water, barley, and hops.

2. What year did Bavaria first issue the Reinheitsgebot, giving beer one of history s
strictest guest lists?
Answer: 1516

3. Bock beer is traditionally associated with which German town?
Answer: Einbeck

4. Which beer brand can brag that it literally won a blue ribbon at the 1893 World'’s
Columbian Exposition?
Answer: Pabst Blue Ribbon

5. Which beer was introduced by Anheuser-Busch in 1876, arriving fashionably late to the
19th century?
Answer: Budweiser

6. Which light beer launched nationally in the United States in 1975, bringing fewer
calories and plenty of commercials?
Answer: Miller Lite

7. The Sam Adams beer brand borrows its name from which American patriot?
Answer: Samuel Adams

8. In what year did beer cans first go on sale in the United States, letting openers
everywhere feel important?
Answer: 1935

9. Who invented crown cork bottle caps in 1892, permanently reducing the number of dramatic
cork-launch incidents?



Answer: William Painter

10. What s the refillable container commonly used to carry draft beer home, also known as
the vessel that makes you walk very carefully?
Answer: Growler

11. What do you call the tasting setup that serves several small pours, perfect for
commitment issues?
Answer: Beer flight

12. Draft Guinness gets its famously creamy head from what gas in the pour system?
Answer: Nitrogen

13. A firkin equals how many imperial gallons, in case your party planning has become
extremely specific?
Answer: 9 imperial gallons

FUN BEER TRIVIA
1. Which festival wears the crown as the world’s most famous beer celebration?
Answer: Oktoberfest is widely regarded as the world’s most famous beer festival.

2. If you're in Munich looking for a legendary beer hall, where should you head?
Answer: The famous beer hall in Munich is the Hofbr7uhaus.

3. Pilsner Urquell has been brewed since 1842 in which city?
Answer: Pilsner Urquell has been brewed in Plze since 1842.

4. Which works better in the cold: lager yeast or ale yeast?
Answer: Lager yeast ferments best at cooler temperatures than ale yeast.

5. According to the traditional account, which beer style got its name from London’s
hard-working porters?
Answer: Porter takes its name from London porters, according to the traditional account.

6. Which traditional beer style often shows up with orange peel and coriander in the brew?
Answer: Witbier is traditionally brewed with orange peel and coriander.

7. What German name is commonly used for wheat beer?
Answer: Weissbhier is the German name commonly used for wheat beer.

8. If regular bock hit the gym, what stronger version would it become?
Answer: Doppelbock is a stronger version of the German bock style.

9. Which traditional beer style is known as one of the strongest around?
Answer: Barleywine is one of the strongest traditional beer styles.

10. Which beer style goes delightfully off-script by traditionally fermenting with wild
yeast and bacteria?



Answer: Lambic is traditionally fermented with wild yeast and bacteria.

11. What do you get when you blend young and old lambics?
Answer: Gueuze is a blend of young and old lambics.

12. Which lambic beer style brings cherries to the party?
Answer: Kriek is a lambic beer made with cherries.

13. Which German smoked beer style is especially associated with Bamberg?
Answer: Rauchbier is a German smoked beer style associated with Bamberg.

BEER FAMILY TRIVIA
1. Which European country is home to several Trappist breweries?
Answer: Belgium

2. What is the name of the Trappist beer brand brewed in Belgium that begins with the letter
c?
Answer: Chimay

3. Orval Brewery is located at which abbey in Belgium?
Answer: Orval Abbey

4. Traditional lambic production is closely associated with what valley?
Answer: Senne Valley

5. Which beer tradition began as a farmhouse beer tradition in Belgium?
Answer: Saison

6. Who founded the Heineken brewery in 18647
Answer: Gerard Adriaan Heineken

7. Which co-founder is linked with Sierra Nevada Brewing Co.?
Answer: Ken Grossman

8. Who co-founded the Boston Beer Company?
Answer: Jim Koch

9. Which businessman helped build Anheuser-Busch into a major American brewer?
Answer: Adolphus Busch

10. If hops had a hometown parade float, which Washington valley would likely ride on it as
a major hop-growing area?

Answer: Yakima Valley

11. Who developed a pure yeast culture at Carlsberg in 18837
Answer: Emil Christian Hansen

12. Which scientist published studies on beer and fermentation in 18767



Answer: Louis Pasteur

EASY BEER TRIVIA
1. What does IPA stand for in beer names?
Answer: India pale ale

2. In beer labeling, what does ABV mean?
Answer: Alcohol by volume

3. Which ingredient gives beer much of its bitterness and aroma?
Answer: Hops

4. Guinness was first brewed in which city?
Answer: Dublin

5. Heineken originated in what country?
Answer: The Netherlands

6. Corona is a beer brand that started in which country?
Answer: Mexico

7. Which city is most closely linked with Oktoberfest?
Answer: Munich

8. On what fairgrounds is Oktoberfest held?
Answer: Theresienwiese

9. Who founded the brewery that became Guinness?
Answer: Arthur Guinness

10. Who founded the Carlsberg brewery?
Answer: J. C. Jacobsen

11. Which beer is associated with the first pale lager style?
Answer: Pilsner Urquell

12. Who brewed the first batch of Pilsner Urquell in 18427
Answer: Josef Groll

13. Which beer brand is one of Japan’s oldest?
Answer: Sapporo
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