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Catholic Church trivia invites readers to explore one of the worldâ��s oldest and largest
Christian institutions, from its roots in the early Church to its enduring presence across
continents. Expect questions that touch on popes, sacraments, saints, art, and major moments
in history, offering a mix of accessible facts and deeper challenges.

HARD CATHOLIC CHURCH TRIVIA
1. In what year did the First Vatican Council define papal infallibility?
Answer: 1870

2. The treaty that established Vatican City as an independent state was signed in which
year?
Answer: 1929

3. Pope John XXIII convened the Second Vatican Council in what year?
Answer: 1962

4. Which code, identified by its year, governs the Latin Church?
Answer: The 1983 Code of Canon Law

5. Rerum Novarum was issued by which pope?
Answer: Pope Leo XIII

6. What is the name of the central administrative apparatus of the Holy See?
Answer: The Roman Curia

7. True or false: The Holy See and Vatican City are the same legal entity.?
Answer: False

8. What term names a worldwide gathering of Catholic bishops?
Answer: An ecumenical council

9. Which body both advises the pope and elects his successor?
Answer: The College of Cardinals

10. The Catechism of the Catholic Church was promulgated in what year?
Answer: 1992

11. Which churches remain in communion with Rome while preserving their own liturgical
traditions?
Answer: The Eastern Catholic Churches

12. Name the largest particular church within Catholicism.?
Answer: The Latin Church

13. A formal teaching letter sent by the pope is called what?



Answer: An encyclical

14. Which term names the Catholic teaching on the Real Presence in the Eucharist?
Answer: Transubstantiation

FUNNY CATHOLIC CHURCH TRIVIA
1. If the word â��popeâ�� had to introduce itself at a family reunion, what meaning would it
bring to the name tag?
Answer: Father

2. In Catholic terms, which â��cardinalâ�� is a senior church leader rather than a backyard bird
at the feeder?
Answer: Cardinal

3. When a new pope is elected, what is he asked to chooseâ��besides maybe a deep breath and
some composure?
Answer: A papal name

4. Which pope made the papal name sound like a two-person law firm by choosing a double name
in 1978?
Answer: Pope John Paul I

5. Pope John Paul Iâ��s double papal name was what two-name combination?
Answer: John Paul

6. Pope Francis picked his papal name to honor which saint, proving name choices can come
with serious inspiration?
Answer: Saint Francis of Assisi

7. What traditional symbol of the popeâ��s office sounds like something youâ��d lose at the
beach but definitely shouldnâ��t?
Answer: The fishermanâ��s ring

8. What Latin phrase kicks off the balcony announcement for a newly elected pope?
Answer: Habemus Papam

9. True or false: The new-pope balcony announcement traditionally begins with â��Habemus
Papam.â��?
Answer: True

10. Pope Francis made history by being the first pope from where?
Answer: The Americas

11. Which milestone fits Pope Francis: first pope from the moon, the movies, or the
Americas?
Answer: The Americas

12. Pope Francis was also the first pope from which religious order?



Answer: Jesuit

13. If someone says the pope once had famously eye-catching footwear, what traditional item
are they talking about?
Answer: Red shoes

FUN CATHOLIC CHURCH TRIVIA
1. Who are the famously colorful protectors that have guarded the pope since 1506?
Answer: The Swiss Guard

2. When the Sistine Chapel chimney sends up a happy signal, what color smoke means a new
pope has been chosen?
Answer: White smoke

3. True or false: Black smoke from the conclave means a pope has been elected.?
Answer: False

4. What is the special gathering of cardinals called when itâ��s time to elect a pope?
Answer: A conclave

5. Pop quiz for church geography: what is the papal church of the Bishop of Rome?
Answer: Saint John Lateran

6. If you went exploring the Catacombs of San Callisto, which city would you be in?
Answer: Rome

7. What famous pilgrimage site in Rome sounds like it belongs in a very reverent
stair-climbing contest?
Answer: The Holy Stairs

8. Which saint is traditionally credited with the Latin Bible called the Vulgate?
Answer: Saint Jerome

9. What major work did Thomas Aquinas write?
Answer: Summa Theologiae

10. John Henry Newman reached sainthood status in what year?
Answer: 2019

11. Which saint is especially linked with the Divine Mercy devotion?
Answer: Faustina Kowalska

12. Maximilian Kolbe died in which place during World War II?
Answer: Auschwitz

13. Mark the calendar: on what date is the Catholic feast of the Immaculate Conception
celebrated?
Answer: December 8



CATHOLIC CHURCH FAMILY TRIVIA
1. In what year did Bernadette Soubirous report Marian visions at Lourdes?
Answer: 1858

2. The apparitions of Fˆ¡tima were reported in which year?
Answer: 1917

3. Mother Teresa founded which religious congregation in 1950?
Answer: The Missionaries of Charity

4. Who is remembered as the first native-born U.S. saint?
Answer: Elizabeth Ann Seton

5. Which order was founded by Saint Francis of Assisi?
Answer: The Franciscan Order

6. Saint Clare founded what community of religious sisters?
Answer: The Poor Clares

7. Ignatius of Loyola is the founder of which group?
Answer: The Society of Jesus

8. In the New Testament, who is Maryâ��s husband?
Answer: Saint Joseph

9. What event commemorates the angel Gabrielâ��s message to Mary?
Answer: The Annunciation

10. Which day marks Jesusâ�� entry into Jerusalem?
Answer: Palm Sunday

11. What is the season leading up to Christmas called?
Answer: Advent

12. Which sacrament of initiation is often received in infancy?
Answer: Baptism

EASY CATHOLIC CHURCH TRIVIA
1. How many sacraments does the Catholic Church recognize?
Answer: The Catholic Church recognizes seven sacraments.

2. Who is traditionally regarded as the first pope?
Answer: Saint Peter is traditionally regarded as the first pope.

3. What city serves as the headquarters of the Catholic Church?
Answer: Vatican City serves as the headquarters of the Catholic Church.



4. Pope Francis was born in which country?
Answer: Pope Francis was born in Argentina.

5. On what date is Christmas celebrated in the Catholic Church?
Answer: Christmas is celebrated on December 25.

6. Which feast celebrates the resurrection of Jesus?
Answer: Easter is the feast celebrating the resurrection of Jesus.

7. What is the largest rite in the Catholic Church called?
Answer: The largest rite in the Catholic Church is the Roman Rite.

8. Which two words begin the central Catholic prayer?
Answer: The central Catholic prayer begins with the words â��Our Father.â��

9. How long is Lent observed before Easter?
Answer: Catholics observe Lent for 40 days before Easter.

10. Who is the top church leader in Catholicism?
Answer: The top church leader in Catholicism is the pope.

11. In what city is the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe located?
Answer: The Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe stands in Mexico City.

12. Saint Patrick is the patron saint of which country?
Answer: Saint Patrick is the patron saint of Ireland.

13. In what year did the First Council of Nicaea take place?
Answer: The First Council of Nicaea took place in 325.
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