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Classic Westerns trivia taps into a cornerstone of American movie history, from dusty

frontier towns and standoffs at high noon to the directors and actors who shaped the genre s
enduring image. This page offers a concise, family-friendly way to test what you know,

revisit famous titles and screen legends, and enjoy a few lighter surprises along the trail.

HARD CLASSIC WESTERNS TRIVIA

1. The great cattle-drive boom associated with classic western lore took off chiefly after
which major U.S. conflict?

Answer: The American Civil War

2. If a western scholar says the revisionist wave became especially visible in one key
period, which era are they pointing to?
Answer: The late 1960s and early 1970s

3. Which decorated wartime hero later built a substantial acting career that included many
westerns?
Answer: Audie Murphy

4. Max Brand wrote under a pen name; what was his real name?
Answer: Frederick Schiller Faust

5. Which star became especially identified with western films during the 1950s?
Answer: Randolph Scott

6. Which Texas city strongly promoted its historic image as a major cowtown?
Answer: Fort Worth

7. Name the California rock formation that kept stealing scenes in western productions
thanks to its striking geology.?
Answer: Vasquez Rocks

8. Which boomtown grew rapidly because of the Comstock Lode silver boom?
Answer: Virginia City, Nevada

9. Which film centers on a cattle drive running from Texas to Missouri?
Answer: Red River

10. In which western does the plot revolve around the pursuit of a prized repeating rifle?
Answer: Winchester '73

11. After years in supporting roles, which actor became a familiar face in spaghetti
westerns?

Answer: Lee Van Cleef

12. Which Mexican location hosted numerous western productions because of its rugged



scenery?
Answer: Durango

13. Which Utah town earned the nickname "Little Hollywood" due to heavy western production
nearby?
Answer: Kanab

14. Which California filming base, along with the nearby Alabama Hills, became a favored
western backdrop?
Answer: Lone Pine

FUNNY CLASSIC WESTERNS TRIVIA

1. Which director was the one cracking the stopwatch on an influential western built around
duty and time pressure?

Answer: Fred Zinnemann

2. Whose western screen persona was known for being more serious and morally stern, as if
smiling might violate a personal code?
Answer: William S. Hart

3. Henry Fonda plays Wyatt Earp in which film title that sounds suspiciously polite for a
western showdown?
Answer: My Darling Clementine

4. Which western centers on a sheriff defending his jail against a powerful ranching
family basically a very tense real-estate dispute?
Answer: Rio Bravo

5. Who directed a respected cycle of lean 1950s westerns, proving that cinematic calories
can be kept low?
Answer: Budd Boetticher

6. Which Southern California site became closely associated with screen western production,
like tumbleweeds with a r'sum™?
Answer: Melody Ranch

7. Which western figure pulled double duty as both screenwriter and director, because
apparently one cowboy job was not enough?
Answer: Burt Kennedy

8. What old-fashioned phrase is another name for a western story, in case plain old
'western’ seemed too efficient?
Answer: sagebrush saga

9. Which Arizona western movie set was built near the Superstition Mountains, giving
location scouts a very dramatic backdrop?
Answer: Apacheland



10. What prolific California filming location for westerns sounds less like a ranch and more
like a studio with extra dust?
Answer: Iverson Movie Ranch

11. Which Arizona site developed as a standing western town set for film and television
production, meaning the town was always camera-ready?
Answer: Mescal

12. If you wanted a western hero with extra moral gravity and fewer carefree grins, whose
screen persona fits the bill?
Answer: William S. Hart

13. In which film does Henry Fonda step into the boots of Wyatt Earp?
Answer: My Darling Clementine

FUN CLASSIC WESTERNS TRIVIA

1. Which sweeping desert landscape became such a classic western backdrop that it s
practically a co-star of the genre?

Answer: Monument Valley

2. What historic trail linked Missouri with Santa Fe in the 19th century?
Answer: The Santa Fe Trail

3. If someone says 'O.K. Corral,” which Arizona town rides into western lore right alongside
it?

Answer: Tombstone

4. On a cattle drive, what was the rolling kitchen called the wagon packed with food and
cooking gear?
Answer: A chuckwagon

5. In western talk, what do you call a temporary armed group rounded up to chase or capture
someone?
Answer: A posse

6. What kind of western likes to tip over the old frontier pedestal and question the usual
myths?
Answer: A revisionist western

7. When two rivals finally meet for the big face-to-face gunfight, what classic western term
fits that climactic moment?
Answer: A showdown

8. What two-word nickname was commonly used in western language for a revolver?
Answer: Six-gun

9. What label is given to westerns produced primarily by Italian filmmakers or companies?
Answer: Spaghetti western



10. Who held the top job on a cattle drive the person in charge of the whole operation?
Answer: The trail boss

11. What year did the U.S. Census Bureau officially declare the American frontier closed?
Answer: 1890

12. Gold fever hit California after a discovery in what year?
Answer: 1848

13. One of the earliest landmark western films, "The Great Train Robbery," galloped into
theaters in what year?
Answer: 1903

CLASSIC WESTERNS FAMILY TRIVIA
1. Which performer was widely billed as a "singing cowboy"?
Answer: Gene Autry

2. Roy Rogers frequently appeared with what famous horse?
Answer: Trigger

3. Which star was one of the biggest names of the silent western era?
Answer: Tom Mix

4. Many spaghetti westerns used which Spanish region as a stand-in for the American West?
Answer: Almer™a

5. What trail carried cattle north from Texas toward Kansas railheads?
Answer: The Chisholm Trail

6. Deadwood became famous as a boomtown in which state’s Black Hills?
Answer: South Dakota

7. True or false: Spider-Man’s civilian identity is Peter Parker.?
Answer: True

8. On which island are the visions of Revelation linked?
Answer: Patmos

9. The Golden Gate Bridge is what kind of bridge?
Answer: A suspension bridge

10. Before becoming captain of Carolina, which player had already played for the team?
Answer: Jordan Staal

11. What are the Raiders’ cheerleaders known as?
Answer: The Raiderettes



12. In which state are the Rams a National Football League franchise?
Answer: California

EASY CLASSIC WESTERNS TRIVIA
1. Which actor won the Academy Award for Best Actor for the western film "True Grit"?
Answer: John Wayne won the Academy Award for Best Actor for "True Grit."

2. Who won the Academy Award for Best Actor for the western comedy "Cat Ballou"?
Answer: Lee Marvin won the Academy Award for Best Actor for the western comedy "Cat Ballou."

3. Which prolific writer created more than 100 novels, many of them westerns?
Answer: Louis L’Amour wrote more than 100 novels, many of them westerns.

4. Which early-20th-century author was one of the best-known western novelists?
Answer: Zane Grey was one of the best-known western novelists of the early 20th century.

5. What Kansas town became famous as a cattle-shipping point at the end of the Chisholm
Trail?

Answer: Abilene, Kansas, became famous as a cattle-shipping town at the end of the Chisholm
Trail.

6. Which region held spiritual importance to the Lakota and later became a major site of
gold-rush conflict?

Answer: The Black Hills held spiritual importance to the Lakota and became a major site of
gold-rush conflict.

7. In which Arizona Territory town was the O.K. Corral located?
Answer: The O.K. Corral was located in Tombstone, Arizona Territory.

8. Which film title pairs Paul Newman with Robert Redford?
Answer: "Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid" pairs Paul Newman with Robert Redford.

9. Which western features a masked lawman and his companion Tonto?
Answer: "The Lone Ranger" features a masked lawman and his companion Tonto.

10. "Lonesome Dove" began as a novel by which author?
Answer: "Lonesome Dove" began as a novel by Larry McMurtry.

11. What TV western follows drovers moving cattle across the range?
Answer: "Rawhide" follows drovers moving cattle across the range.

12. Which western stars Chuck Connors as Lucas McCain?
Answer: "The Rifleman" stars Chuck Connors as Lucas McCain.

13. In what year was "The Wild Bunch" released?
Answer: "The Wild Bunch" was released in 1969.
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