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Desert Animals trivia spotlights the remarkable species that have adapted to life in arid
environments, from camels and fennec foxes to sidewinders and scorpions. Deserts cover
roughly one-fifth of Earthâ��s land surface, and their wildlife has evolved specialized
behaviors and body features to endure extreme heat, scarce water, and dramatic temperature
swings. Expect a mix of approachable facts, surprising animal lore, and tougher challenges
drawn from one of natureâ��s most demanding ecosystems.

HARD DESERT ANIMALS TRIVIA
1. Which endangered pronghorn population is specifically tied to the Sonoran Desert?
Answer: The Sonoran pronghorn is the endangered pronghorn population of the Sonoran Desert.

2. Native to California’s San Joaquin Desert, which reptile fits this narrow range clue?
Answer: The blunt-nosed leopard lizard is native to California’s San Joaquin Desert.

3. A lizard adapted to sandy dunes in southern California is associated with what valley?
Answer: Coachella Valley.

4. Which mountain-dwelling desert ungulate lives in rocky desert mountains of North Africa
and Arabia?
Answer: The Nubian ibex lives in rocky desert mountains of North Africa and Arabia.

5. Which small fox belongs to the deserts of North Africa and Arabia?
Answer: Rˆ…ppell’s fox is the small fox of North African and Arabian deserts.

6. Found in sandy deserts of the southwestern United States and Mexico, which tiny desert
rodent matches the clue?
Answer: The pale kangaroo mouse is found in sandy deserts of the southwestern United States
and Mexico.

7. Which pig-like animal is found in the dry regions of the Horn of Africa?
Answer: The desert warthog is found in the Horn of Africa’s dry regions.

8. Which rattlesnake occurs in rocky deserts of the southwestern United States and Mexico?
Answer: The speckled rattlesnake occurs in rocky deserts of the southwestern United States
and Mexico.

9. Which horned lizard lives in the Sonoran Desert on both sides of the U.S.â��Mexico border?
Answer: The flat-tailed horned lizard lives in the Sonoran Desert of the U.S. and Mexico.

10. Near water in arid western North America, which bat would you most expect to find?
Answer: The Yuma myotis is a bat found near water in arid western North America.

11. Recorded from desert oases and dry African habitats, which notably large bat fits the
bill?
Answer: Allen’s lappet-browed bat is the large bat recorded from desert oases and dry



African habitats.

12. Which gazelle is associated with both the Atlas and Sahara regions?
Answer: Cuvier’s gazelle is associated with the Atlas and Sahara regions.

13. Which equid survives in arid parts of the Horn of Africa?
Answer: The Somali wild ass survives in arid parts of the Horn of Africa.

14. Tiny desert prepper question: which species is noted for keeping seed caches as a backup
pantry?
Answer: Merriam’s kangaroo rat.

FUNNY DESERT ANIMALS TRIVIA
1. Which desert-dwelling llama relative might respond to bad manners by spitting when
threatened?
Answer: The guanaco.

2. What part of a camel is specially suited for grabbing thorny plants, basically turning
dinner into a prickly challenge?
Answer: Its split upper lip.

3. Which tiny desert hopper has ears that can be longer than its head, as if it borrowed
satellite dishes?
Answer: The long-eared jerboa.

4. Which bird sometimes cools off in a way that would absolutely ruin your sandalsâ��by
defecating on its own legs?
Answer: The vulture.

5. Which nearly fur-free animal lives in dry East African regions and looks like it forgot
to wear a sweater?
Answer: The naked mole-rat.

6. Despite its wonderfully oversized bill, which bird is actually not a desert species?
Answer: The shoebill.

7. Which desert bird dad can carry water using specialized belly feathers, making him a
flying canteen?
Answer: The male sandgrouse.

8. What is the name of the springbok’s high bouncing leap, which looks like showing off with
extra springs installed?
Answer: Pronking.

9. Under ultraviolet light, which desert creature glows blue-green like a tiny haunted glow
stick?
Answer: The desert hairy scorpion.



10. Which small antelope got its name from its own alarm call, essentially branding itself?
Answer: The dik-dik.

11. If a desert soundtrack suddenly includes a deep grumble or moan, which animal may be
providing the vocals?
Answer: A camel.

12. Which desert canid usually has five toes on the front feet and four on the back,
refusing to keep things symmetrical?
Answer: The bat-eared fox.

13. When alarmed, which small desert mammal turns itself into a portable pin cushion by
rolling into a spiny ball?
Answer: The desert hedgehog.

FUN DESERT ANIMALS TRIVIA
1. Which Australian desert reptile can turn its skin into a tiny plumbing system, channeling
water along grooves?
Answer: The thorny devil can channel water along grooves in its skin.

2. Foggy morning, free drink: which desert beetle can collect moisture from fog on its body?
Answer: The Namib Desert beetle can collect moisture from fog on its body.

3. What small desert cat has built-in ’sand slippers’ thanks to fur covering the pads of its
feet?
Answer: The sand cat has fur covering the pads of its feet.

4. True or false: A desert horned lizard can defend itself by squirting blood from its
eyes.?
Answer: True

5. If you spot J-shaped marks zigzagging across the sand, which desert snake probably made
them?
Answer: The sidewinder rattlesnake often leaves J-shaped tracks on sand.

6. Which tiny owl often sets up home in old woodpecker holes inside giant saguaro cacti?
Answer: The elf owl nests in old woodpecker holes in giant saguaro cacti.

7. Which desert fox uses its oversized ears like built-in radiators to dump heat?
Answer: The kit fox has large ears that help it dump heat.

8. Which giant bird of arid African regions has only two toes on each foot?
Answer: The ostrich has only two toes on each foot.

9. Beep-beep with bite: which bird can kill and eat venomous prey such as rattlesnakes?
Answer: The roadrunner can kill and eat venomous prey such as rattlesnakes.

10. Which long-eared desert runner can use its ears to help cool its body?



Answer: The black-tailed jackrabbit’s ears can help cool its body.

11. Which tiny desert hopper gets around with powerful bipedal hops?
Answer: The lesser Egyptian jerboa moves with powerful bipedal hops.

12. While many lizards retreat from brutal heat, which one stays active?
Answer: The desert iguana remains active in heat that sends many lizards into shelter.

13. Which Australian desert animal in this set is a marsupial?
Answer: The greater bilby is a desert marsupial native to Australia.

DESERT ANIMALS FAMILY TRIVIA
1. In the story "Born Free," what is the name of the lioness at the center of the tale?
Answer: Elsa

2. Which title follows a boy and a cheetah in southern Africa?
Answer: Duma

3. On what desert planet is Frank Herbert’s "Dune" set?
Answer: Arrakis

4. Rikki-Tikki, from Rudyard Kipling’s stories, is what animal?
Answer: A mongoose

5. Which studio made the Road Runner cartoons?
Answer: Warner Bros.

6. What year did the Road Runner cartoons first debut?
Answer: 1949

7. Beep beep! Which cartoon bird is known by that sound?
Answer: The Road Runner

8. In the 2019 remake of "The Lion King," which meerkat appears as a main character?
Answer: Timon

9. Which book includes a white lion at the heart of its story?
Answer: The Butterfly Lion

10. What zoo did Gerald Durrell found in 1959?
Answer: Jersey Zoo

11. Which memoir tells of Robyn Davidson crossing the Australian desert with camels?
Answer: Tracks

12. In "Storm Boy," what is the name of the pelican?
Answer: Mr. Percival



EASY DESERT ANIMALS TRIVIA
1. True or false: A camelâ��s hump stores water.?
Answer: False

2. What do fennec foxes use their oversized ears to help do?
Answer: Release body heat.

3. Which small desert animal can survive without drinking free-standing water?
Answer: The kangaroo rat.

4. What is the largest hot desert in the world?
Answer: The Sahara Desert.

5. Meerkats are most strongly associated with which desert region?
Answer: The Kalahari Desert.

6. In which desert do desert tortoises live?
Answer: The Mojave Desert.

7. The Gila monster is native to which desert region?
Answer: The Sonoran Desert region.

8. Which animal is native to deserts of the Arabian Peninsula?
Answer: The Arabian oryx.

9. Wild Bactrian camels survive in parts of which desert?
Answer: The Gobi Desert.

10. Which speedy bird inhabits parts of the Chihuahuan Desert?
Answer: The greater roadrunner.

11. Many desert animals are active at night to avoid what?
Answer: Daytime heat.

12. What is the name of the snake movement style that helps on loose sand?
Answer: Sidewinding.

13. True or false: The Kalahari is a barren sand sea everywhere.?
Answer: False
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