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Detroit Lions trivia explores the history, personalities, and oddball moments surrounding
Detroitâ��s NFL franchise. Founded in 1930 and based in Detroit since 1934, the Lions compete
in the NFC North and have produced generations of memorable games, traditions, and fan lore.

HARD DETROIT LIONS TRIVIA
1. Before the franchise became the Detroit Lions, in what year did the Portsmouth Spartans
join the NFL?
Answer: 1930

2. What was the exact final score when Detroit beat the New York Giants in the 1935 NFL
Championship Game?
Answer: 26-7

3. In the 1952 NFL title game against Cleveland, what scoreline gave Detroit the
championship?
Answer: 17-7

4. Detroit repeated as champion in 1953 by edging Cleveland by a single point. What was the
final score?
Answer: 17-16

5. The Lionsâ�� last NFL championship season ended with a blowout of Cleveland. What was the
1957 title-game score?
Answer: 59-14

6. Which Detroit player won the NFL’s Joe F. Carr Trophy in 1935?
Answer: Dutch Clark

7. Doak Walkerâ��s jersey number in Detroit wasnâ��t a typical modern star number. What number
did he wear?
Answer: 37

8. Which Hall of Fame Lion handled duties as both defensive back and punter?
Answer: Yale Lary

9. Name the Lions defensive tackle whose Detroit playing career ran from 1958 through 1970.?
Answer: Alex Karras

10. Which future coaching legend spent his entire playing career with the Lions from 1959 to
1972?
Answer: Dick LeBeau

11. This defensive back led the NFL with 14 interceptions as a rookie with the Rams before
later starring in Detroit. Who was he?
Answer: Night Train Lane



12. In what year did Lions standout Lem Barney win NFL Defensive Rookie of the Year?
Answer: 1967

13. Which Lions tight end played for Detroit from 1968 to 1977?
Answer: Charlie Sanders

14. Detroit used the seventh overall pick in the 1990 NFL Draft on which quarterback?
Answer: Andre Ware

FUNNY DETROIT LIONS TRIVIA
1. Which annual Lions tradition has turned Detroit into a reliable source of turkey-leg TV
moments?
Answer: Their Thanksgiving games.

2. What robot-style nickname do fans use for Calvin Johnson?
Answer: Megatron.

3. Which signature Lions color sounds like it belongs on a beach postcard rather than in
Michigan?
Answer: Honolulu blue.

4. Ford Field’s name fits Detroit’s Motor City reputation because it honors which family?
Answer: The Ford family.

5. After arriving in Detroit, the franchise dropped the Spartans name and became what?
Answer: The Lions.

6. What animal has appeared on the Lions’ helmets for decades, in case the team name wasn’t
a big enough clue?
Answer: A lion.

7. Which former Lions home created a very Detroit big-cat crossover by pairing pro-team
venue and animal name?
Answer: Tiger Stadium.

8. Which Lions coach carried the wonderfully odd nickname "Big Buck"?
Answer: Wayne Fontes.

9. Which Lions star had the surname Sims, matching a video-game brand years before football
games went ultra-realistic?
Answer: Billy Sims.

10. Many fans catch Detroit football in the holiday blur between mashed potatoes and pie
because of what annual spotlight?
Answer: The Lions’ Thanksgiving spotlight.

11. Detroit Lions culture has room for both a robot nickname and a lion mascot. What are the



two names?
Answer: Megatron and Roary.

12. True or false: The Lions play their home games indoors, avoiding actual safari-grade
weather drama.?
Answer: True

13. The Lions’ old home in Pontiac was located where relative to Detroit?
Answer: Outside Detroit.

FUN DETROIT LIONS TRIVIA
1. Before Detroit started roaring as the Lions, what nickname did the franchise keep for its
first season in the city?
Answer: Spartans

2. Which owner picked the name "Lions" so it would sound like a football partner to
baseball’s Tigers?
Answer: George A. Richards

3. In what year did Detroit play its first season using the name Lions?
Answer: 1934

4. Which quarterback steered Detroit to three NFL titles in the 1950s?
Answer: Bobby Layne

5. Who made the rare Lions leap from starring linebacker to later serving as the team’s head
coach?
Answer: Joe Schmidt

6. Which Detroit defensive back spent his entire NFL career wearing Lions colors?
Answer: Lem Barney

7. Who grabbed NFL Offensive Rookie of the Year honors for Detroit in 1980?
Answer: Billy Sims

8. What regular-season record did the Lions post in their memorable 1991 campaign?
Answer: 12-4

9. Which division banner did Detroit claim in 1991?
Answer: NFC Central

10. How many catches did Herman Moore pile up for Detroit in 1995?
Answer: 123 catches

11. Barry Sanders didn’t stop at 1,999. How many rushing yards did he have in 1997?
Answer: Exactly 2,000 yards

12. Which Lions receiver set an NFL single-season record with 1,964 receiving yards in 2012?



Answer: Calvin Johnson

13. What passing plateau did Matthew Stafford clear in the 2011 season?
Answer: Over 5,000 yards

DETROIT LIONS FAMILY TRIVIA
1. In what year did the Detroit Lions win their first NFL championship?
Answer: 1935

2. Which year marks the Lions’ NFL title that came after 1935 and before 1953?
Answer: 1952

3. The Lions repeated as NFL champions in what year?
Answer: 1953

4. What was the Lions’ most recent NFL championship season?
Answer: 1957

5. Before moving to the Silverdome, at which stadium did the Lions play?
Answer: Tiger Stadium

6. What is the title of the Detroit Lions’ fight song?
Answer: Gridiron Heroes

7. Who is the Detroit Lions mascot that cheers on the crowd?
Answer: Roary

8. What is the name of the Lions mascot: Roary, Rocky, or Rolo?
Answer: Roary

9. In what year did the Lions move into the Pontiac Silverdome?
Answer: 1975

10. After which season did Detroit leave the Silverdome?
Answer: 2001

11. Which coach led the Lions from 1988 through 1996?
Answer: Wayne Fontes

12. Barry Sanders won the NFL MVP award in which year?
Answer: 1997

EASY DETROIT LIONS TRIVIA
1. Which city is home to the Detroit Lions?
Answer: Detroit

2. The Detroit Lions play in which league?
Answer: The National Football League



3. What division do the Lions compete in?
Answer: NFC North

4. What two colors are officially associated with the Detroit Lions?
Answer: Honolulu blue and silver

5. What animal appears as the Detroit Lions’ primary logo symbol?
Answer: A lion

6. At what stadium do the Lions play their home games?
Answer: Ford Field

7. In what year did Ford Field open?
Answer: 2002

8. Before moving to Ford Field, where did the Lions play?
Answer: The Pontiac Silverdome

9. What was the franchise originally called before it became the Detroit Lions?
Answer: The Portsmouth Spartans

10. In what year did the franchise move from Portsmouth to Detroit?
Answer: 1934

11. Which holiday is famous for the Lions’ annual game tradition?
Answer: Thanksgiving Day

12. How many NFL championships have the Lions won?
Answer: Four

13. True or false: All four Detroit NFL championships came before the Super Bowl era.?
Answer: True
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