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Detroit Pistons trivia highlights the history of an NBA team that competes in the Central
Division of the Eastern Conference and has been a fixture of professional basketball in
Detroit. From championship runs to standout players and distinctive eras, it offers fans
plenty of facts, stories, and surprises to explore.

HARD DETROIT PISTONS TRIVIA
1. Who was the head coach when Detroit won the 2004 NBA championship?
Answer: Larry Brown

2. Which coach directed the Pistons to back-to-back NBA championships in 1989 and 1990?
Answer: Chuck Daly

3. Donovan Mitchell’s explosion against Detroit in 2023 reached what point total?
Answer: 71 points

4. In 1967, how many points did Wilt Chamberlain score in a game against the Pistons?
Answer: 68 points

5. What was the final score when Detroit beat Denver in the triple-overtime shootout that
set an NBA single-game scoring record in 1983?
Answer: 186-184

6. On what date was the Pistons-Nuggets 186-184 triple-overtime classic played?
Answer: December 13, 1983

7. Which Denver player poured in 51 points in the 186-184 game against Detroit?
Answer: Kiki Vandeweghe

8. How many points did Isiah Thomas score for Detroit in the 186-184 win over Denver?
Answer: 47 points

9. During the 2023-24 season, how long did Detroit’s NBA-record losing streak last?
Answer: 28 straight losses

10. Which team finally lost the unfortunate honor of being ’next up’ when Detroit snapped
its 28-game skid on December 30, 2023?
Answer: Toronto Raptors

11. Who did the Pistons take with the No. 2 overall pick in the 2003 NBA draft?
Answer: Darko Milicic

12. Detroit used the eighth overall pick in 2013 on which player?
Answer: Kentavious Caldwell-Pope

13. Which center did Detroit draft ninth overall in 2012?



Answer: Andre Drummond

14. Who was the Pistons’ 19th overall selection in the 2020 NBA draft?
Answer: Saddiq Bey

FUNNY DETROIT PISTONS TRIVIA
1. What nickname made Detroit’s late-1980s teams sound less like a basketball roster and
more like detention in sneakers?
Answer: Bad Boys

2. Which phrase describes the defensive tactics Detroit used against Michael Jordan, as if
the scouting report came with its own rulebook?
Answer: Jordan Rules

3. In what year did Detroit finally lose a playoff series to Chicago?
Answer: 1991

4. What was the name of the infamous whistle that stung Detroit in Game 6 of the 1988 NBA
Finals?
Answer: Phantom Foul

5. Dennis Rodman had plenty of rebounding energy, but what wriggly nickname did he earn
while with the Pistons?
Answer: The Worm

6. Which Pistons spark-plug was nicknamed ’The Microwave’ because he could heat up fast off
the bench?
Answer: Vinnie Johnson

7. Ben Wallace’s Detroit nickname sounded less like a basketball alias and more like a
landmark. What was it?
Answer: Big Ben

8. True or false: The 2004 Pistons won the championship without a single 20-points-per-game
scorer in the regular season.?
Answer: True

9. The 2004 Pistons were praised for winning with what formula instead of a classic
superstar scorer?
Answer: Defense and balance

10. What nickname was attached to the 2004-era Pistons, making them sound like the NBA’s
most productive shift workers?
Answer: Goin’ to Work

11. Which infamous 2004 brawl involved the Pistons and became one of the most memorable
game-night disasters in league history?
Answer: Malice at the Palace



12. On what date did the ’Malice at the Palace’ happen?
Answer: November 19, 2004

13. The ’Malice at the Palace’ happened during a game against which team?
Answer: Indiana Pacers

FUN DETROIT PISTONS TRIVIA
1. Who was the engine of Detroitâ��s late-1980s title teams, the star most closely tied to
those championships?
Answer: Isiah Thomas

2. Which Pistons guard grabbed the 1989 NBA Finals MVP instead of the more obvious superstar
guess?
Answer: Joe Dumars

3. In Detroitâ��s 2004 title run, who walked away with the NBA Finals MVP trophy?
Answer: Chauncey Billups

4. Which Pistons defensive menace stacked up four NBA Defensive Player of the Year awards
while in Detroit?
Answer: Ben Wallace

5. Before collecting championships elsewhere, which rebounding wild card first played for
the Pistons?
Answer: Dennis Rodman

6. Who was Detroitâ��s starting center on the back-to-back championship teams, doing the
bruising work in the middle?
Answer: Bill Laimbeer

7. Which rugged big man belonged to the Pistonsâ�� ’Bad Boys’ era frontcourt?
Answer: Rick Mahorn

8. Which Detroit scorer had the delightfully hot nickname ’The Microwave’?
Answer: Vinnie Johnson

9. Which long-limbed starter helped anchor Detroitâ��s 2004 championship lineup?
Answer: Tayshaun Prince

10. Who led the Pistons in scoring during the 2004 NBA Finals?
Answer: Richard Hamilton

11. Which midseason addition in 2003-04 gave Detroit extra edge before it won the title?
Answer: Rasheed Wallace

12. Which future star got his NBA start in Detroit rather than somewhere else?
Answer: Grant Hill



13. Which No. 1 overall pick was a Pistons standout in the 1970s?
Answer: Bob Lanier

DETROIT PISTONS FAMILY TRIVIA
1. What was the franchise called before it became the Detroit Pistons?
Answer: The Fort Wayne Zollner Pistons.

2. Who was the owner whose company made the pistons that inspired the team’s name?
Answer: Fred Zollner.

3. Before joining the NBA, how many NBL championships had the franchise won?
Answer: Two NBL championships.

4. In what year did Fort Wayne win the first of its two listed NBL titles, 1944 or 1946?
Answer: 1944.

5. Before the BAA merger era, which league did the franchise play in?
Answer: The National Basketball League.

6. After its time in the NBL, which league did the Pistons later play in?
Answer: The Basketball Association of America.

7. Who is the Detroit Pistons’ mascot that gets fans cheering at games?
Answer: Hooper.

8. What is the name of the Pistons’ in-arena dance team?
Answer: The Pistons Dancers.

9. Little Caesars Arena is also home to which NHL team?
Answer: The Detroit Red Wings.

10. The Pistons share Detroit’s sports district with the Tigers and Red Wings in what part
of the city?
Answer: Downtown Detroit.

11. When the Pistons won the 2004 title, how long had it been since their previous
championship?
Answer: 14 years.

12. Detroit made six straight trips to which playoff round from 2003 through 2008?
Answer: The Eastern Conference Finals.

EASY DETROIT PISTONS TRIVIA
1. Which city and state are home to the Detroit Pistons?
Answer: Detroit, Michigan

2. The Detroit Pistons play in which major basketball league?



Answer: National Basketball Association

3. Which conference do the Pistons belong to?
Answer: Eastern Conference

4. What division do the Detroit Pistons compete in?
Answer: Central Division

5. What is the name of the Pistons’ home arena?
Answer: Little Caesars Arena

6. In what year was the Pistons franchise founded?
Answer: 1941

7. What year did the Pistons join the NBA?
Answer: 1948

8. Before moving to Detroit, what city was the franchise originally based in?
Answer: Fort Wayne

9. In what year did the franchise move to Detroit?
Answer: 1957

10. How many NBA championships have the Pistons won?
Answer: Three

11. Which year was one of Detroit’s NBA championship seasons: 1989, 1994, or 1999?
Answer: 1989

12. What three colors are included in the Pistons’ team colors?
Answer: Red, blue, and white

13. Which team did Detroit beat in the 2004 NBA Finals?
Answer: Los Angeles Lakers
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