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Founding Fathers of the United States trivia explores the statesmen, revolutionaries, and
political thinkers who helped secure independence and frame the new republic. From George
Washington and Thomas Jefferson to Benjamin Franklin and James Madison, these questions
spotlight the people, ideas, and debates that defined the nationâ��s founding era. Whether you
want easy laughs or a tougher historical challenge, it offers a family-friendly way to
revisit a pivotal chapter in American history.

HARD FOUNDING FATHERS OF THE UNITED STATES TRIVIA
1. Which constitutional doctrine lets the federal government claim authority that is not
expressly written out but is understood to flow from the Constitution itself?
Answer: Implied powers

2. What compromise treated enslaved people as three-fifths of a person for purposes of
representation and taxation?
Answer: The Three-Fifths Compromise

3. Before the Constitution took effect, which governing framework had already created a
national government for the United States?
Answer: The Articles of Confederation

4. Which agreement solved the representation deadlock by blending proportional
representation with equal representation for states in Congress?
Answer: The Great Compromise

5. What ordinance laid out a method for turning land in the Northwest Territory into future
states?
Answer: The Northwest Ordinance

6. Name the colonists’ last-ditch appeal to mend relations with King George III before the
break became final.?
Answer: The Olive Branch Petition

7. Which Virginian declined to sign the Constitution in part because it did not include a
bill of rights?
Answer: George Mason

8. Who introduced the 1776 resolution calling for independence?
Answer: Richard Henry Lee

9. The Albany Congress of 1754 convened in what city?
Answer: Albany, New York

10. On which river was the future national capital planned?
Answer: The Potomac River



11. Which year is associated with a key milestone for Founding Fathers of the United States?
Answer: Kentucky

12. Ohio and Indiana later emerged from what larger U.S. territory?
Answer: The Northwest Territory

13. The Alien and Sedition Acts became law during the administration of which president?
Answer: John Adams

14. What 1789 law set up the fundamental framework of the federal court system?
Answer: The Judiciary Act of 1789

FUNNY FOUNDING FATHERS OF THE UNITED STATES TRIVIA
1. Which founder wrote the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom, casually adding another
item to an already crowded rˆ'sumˆ'?
Answer: Thomas Jefferson

2. Who pulled the ultimate no-snooze move by riding overnight to Philadelphia to cast
Delaware’s tie-breaking vote for independence?
Answer: Caesar Rodney

3. Which signer of the Declaration of Independence had the distinction of being its only
Catholic signer?
Answer: Charles Carroll of Carrollton

4. Which delegate looked at the Constitution and said, in effect, ’Iâ��m going to sit this
signature out’?
Answer: Elbridge Gerry

5. Who became an influential political writer and historian during the Revolutionary era,
proving the pen was fully invited to the party?
Answer: Mercy Otis Warren

6. Which founding-era poet also corresponded with George Washington, as if publishing poetry
werenâ��t enough for one lifetime?
Answer: Phillis Wheatley

7. Who was the Polish engineer who aided the American cause during the Revolution, basically
bringing international guest-star energy?
Answer: Tadeusz Ko¯�ciuszko

8. What document did the Stamp Act Congress adopt in 1765, long before anyone could complain
online?
Answer: The Declaration of Rights and Grievances

9. Which measure set up the survey system that divided western lands into townships, because
even the frontier got a grid?
Answer: The Land Ordinance of 1785



10. Which 1780 document is among the worldâ��s oldest functioning written constitutions, still
quietly showing off centuries later?
Answer: The Massachusetts Constitution

11. Who is widely credited with penning much of the final wording of the Constitution,
basically doing the last big edit?
Answer: Gouverneur Morris

12. True or false: Caesar Rodney made an overnight ride to Philadelphia to cast Delaware’s
tie-breaking vote for independence.?
Answer: True

13. Which figure fits this clue: influential political writer, historian, and very much not
just taking notes from the sidelines?
Answer: Mercy Otis Warren

FUN FOUNDING FATHERS OF THE UNITED STATES TRIVIA
1. Who did the heavy drafting lift on the Declaration of Independence?
Answer: Thomas Jefferson

2. What do you call a legislature with two chambers, like Congress having a House and a
Senate?
Answer: A bicameral legislature

3. What principle is basically government saying, â��No branch gets to be the boss of everyone
elseâ��?
Answer: Checks and balances

4. What constitutional mechanism chooses the U.S. president?
Answer: The Electoral College

5. Which term describes power being shared between the national government and the states?
Answer: Federalism

6. If a founding-era thinker said political power comes from the people, what principle were
they talking about?
Answer: Popular sovereignty

7. Whatâ��s the formal thumbs-up needed before the Constitution could take effect?
Answer: Ratification

8. Which idea splits federal power among the legislative, executive, and judicial branches?
Answer: Separation of powers

9. The Declaration of Independence lists life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness as what
kind of rights?
Answer: Unalienable rights



10. In what year did the Bill of Rights officially become ratified law?
Answer: 1791

11. Tea went overboard in Boston in what year?
Answer: 1773

12. True or false: The U.S. Constitution went into effect in 1789.?
Answer: True

13. The â��shot heard round the worldâ�� era began at Lexington and Concord in which year?
Answer: 1775

FOUNDING FATHERS OF THE UNITED STATES FAMILY TRIVIA
1. Which Founding Father became the first U.S. secretary of the treasury?
Answer: Alexander Hamilton became the first U.S. secretary of the treasury.

2. During the American Revolution, who represented the United States in France?
Answer: Benjamin Franklin represented the United States in France during the American
Revolution.

3. Who is often called the Father of the Constitution?
Answer: James Madison is often called the Father of the Constitution.

4. Before becoming the second president, who served as the first vice president of the
United States?
Answer: John Adams served as the first vice president before becoming the second president.

5. Which early American leader became the first chief justice of the United States?
Answer: John Jay became the first chief justice of the United States.

6. Who is closely linked with the famous line, "Give me liberty, or give me death!"?
Answer: Patrick Henry is closely associated with the phrase "Give me liberty, or give me
death!"

7. What city was a major center of colonial protest in the years before the Revolution?
Answer: Boston was a major center of colonial protest in the years before the Revolution.

8. In what building were both the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution debated
and adopted?
Answer: Independence Hall is the building where both the Declaration of Independence and the
Constitution were debated and adopted.

9. What was the name of Thomas Jefferson’s home in Virginia?
Answer: Thomas Jefferson’s home in Virginia was called Monticello.

10. George Washington lived at what plantation home?
Answer: George Washington’s plantation home was Mount Vernon.



11. The treaty recognizing American independence was signed in which city?
Answer: The treaty recognizing American independence was signed in Paris.

12. Which city hosted the Constitutional Convention of 1787?
Answer: The Constitutional Convention of 1787 met in Philadelphia.

EASY FOUNDING FATHERS OF THE UNITED STATES TRIVIA
1. Which British king was on the throne during the American Revolution?
Answer: King George III was the British monarch during the American Revolution.

2. Who wrote the influential pamphlet Common Sense?
Answer: Thomas Paine wrote Common Sense.

3. The Battle of Bunker Hill was fought near which city in 1775?
Answer: The Battle of Bunker Hill was fought near Boston in 1775.

4. In what city does the White House stand?
Answer: The White House stands in Washington, D.C.

5. A significant American victory early in 1777 was won at what place?
Answer: A significant American victory early in 1777 was won at Princeton.

6. Washington’s famous post-Christmas victory in 1776 took place at which town?
Answer: Washington’s famous post-Christmas victory in 1776 took place at Trenton.

7. Where did the Continental Army spend its harsh winter encampment in 1777â��1778?
Answer: The Continental Army endured a harsh winter encampment at Valley Forge in 1777â��1778.

8. What compromise created the basic structure of a two-house Congress?
Answer: The Connecticut Compromise created the basic structure of a two-house Congress.

9. Federalist No. 10 is known for discussing the dangers of what?
Answer: Federalist No. 10 discusses the dangers of faction.

10. Which plan favored representation based on population?
Answer: The Virginia Plan favored representation based on population.

11. For a playful curveball: Joe Robbie was a founding owner of which NFL franchise?
Answer: Joe Robbie was a founding owner of the Miami Dolphins.

12. Which family’s ownership has remained with the New York Giants since the team’s
founding?
Answer: The team’s ownership has remained in the Mara family since its founding.

13. Jerry Richardson was the founding owner of which NFL team?
Answer: Jerry Richardson was the Panthers’ founding owner.
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