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Houseplants trivia traces the long appeal of growing plants indoors, from ornamental ferns
in the 19th century to todayâ��s popular succulents, monsteras, and pothos. It offers a light
but factual way to test what you know about plant biology, care habits, and the stories
behind some of the worldâ��s most familiar indoor greens.

HARD HOUSEPLANTS TRIVIA
1. Poinsettias honor Joel Roberts Poinsett, who held what diplomatic post?
Answer: First U.S. minister to Mexico.

2. Alexander Garden, remembered in gardenias, was born in Scotland and worked where?
Answer: Colonial America.

3. Fuchsia commemorates Leonhart Fuchs, who was a botanist from which century and country?
Answer: A 16th-century German botanist.

4. Thomas Hoy, honored by Hoya, worked as gardener for whom?
Answer: The Duke of Northumberland.

5. Which poinsettia namesake was also the first U.S. minister to Mexico?
Answer: Joel Roberts Poinsett.

6. Before his name landed on gardenias, Alexander Garden was specifically described as what
kind of naturalist?
Answer: A Scottish-born naturalist working in colonial America.

7. Leonhart Fuchs fits which description best?
Answer: A 16th-century German botanist.

8. Hoya points back to Thomas Hoy, whose job was gardener to which noble title?
Answer: The Duke of Northumberland.

9. True or false: Joel Roberts Poinsett was the first U.S. minister to Mexico.?
Answer: True

10. What region of the Atlantic world is tied to Alexander Garden’s work?
Answer: Colonial America.

11. When you hear that Fuchsia honors Fuchs, what era should come to mind?
Answer: The 16th century.

12. Which statement about Poinsett is accurate?
Answer: He served as the first U.S. minister to Mexico.

13. Garden’s biography includes which birthplace clue?
Answer: He was Scottish-born.



14. Pick the correct capsule for Leonhart Fuchs.?
Answer: German botanist of the 16th century.

FUN HOUSEPLANTS TRIVIA
1. Who popularized the sealed Wardian case for transporting plants?
Answer: Nathaniel Bagshaw Ward.

2. Which gardener became famous for a bottle garden kept largely closed for decades?
Answer: David Latimer.

3. Whose designs were celebrated for prominently using tropical plants?
Answer: Roberto Burle Marx.

4. Which artist became known for painting plants from around the world?
Answer: Marianne North.

5. Name the influential American horticulturist linked to plant naming and gardening
literature.?
Answer: Liberty Hyde Bailey.

6. Which 18th-century French naturalist has a name that appears in plant history?
Answer: Michel Adanson.

7. The plant name camellia ultimately traces back to whose surname?
Answer: Georg Joseph Kamel.

8. Dieffenbachia remembers which namesake?
Answer: Joseph Dieffenbach.

9. Which horticultural figure was tied to a major nursery famous in the 19th century?
Answer: Konrad Loddiges.

10. Who is known for writing about indoor gardening and houseplants?
Answer: Tovah Martin.

11. Which modern voice is known for houseplant care advice in books and online?
Answer: Darryl Cheng.

12. Anthuriums are especially linked with which broad area?
Answer: Central America and northern South America.

13. Norfolk Island pine borrowed its common name from what place?
Answer: Norfolk Island.

HOUSEPLANTS FAMILY TRIVIA
1. What simple setup boosts humidity nearby by evaporating water around a plant without
soaking the pot?



Answer: A pebble tray.

2. Wilting can be caused by too little water, too much water, or only too little water?
Answer: Both too little and too much water.

3. A white crust on potting mix often points to what kind of buildup?
Answer: Mineral or fertilizer salt buildup.

4. What do variegated leaves have less of in their pale areas?
Answer: Chlorophyll.

5. On a stem, what is the spot called where leaves and roots can emerge?
Answer: A node.

6. Moses-in-the-cradle is a common name for which plant?
Answer: Tradescantia spathacea.

7. Which snake plant cultivar is known for pale silvery green leaves?
Answer: Moonshine.

8. Marble Queen is a variegated cultivar of what popular vine?
Answer: Pothos.

9. Lemon Lime is used as a cultivar name for some popular what?
Answer: Houseplants.

10. Wild African violets originally come from which place?
Answer: Eastern Tanzania.

11. Poinsettias were named after whom?
Answer: Joel Roberts Poinsett.

12. Gardenias take their name from which naturalist?
Answer: Alexander Garden.

EASY HOUSEPLANTS TRIVIA
1. What kind of plant is lucky bamboo actually, rather than a true bamboo?
Answer: A dracaena.

2. Mother-in-law’s tongue is another common name for which houseplant?
Answer: Snake plant.

3. The common name corn plant refers to which plant?
Answer: Dracaena fragrans.

4. Dumb cane is the everyday name for what plant?
Answer: Dieffenbachia.



5. Asplenium nidus is better known in homes by what common name?
Answer: Bird’s nest fern.

6. Syngonium podophyllum usually goes by what common houseplant name?
Answer: Arrowhead vine.

7. Curio rowleyanus is commonly sold under what bead-like name?
Answer: String of pearls.

8. In houseplant talk, the name prayer plant most often means which plant?
Answer: Maranta leuconeura.

9. Flamingo flower is a common name often used for which plant?
Answer: Anthurium andraeanum.

10. Aspidistra elatior is better known as what famously tough houseplant?
Answer: Cast iron plant.

11. Spider plants originally come from which broad region?
Answer: Tropical and southern Africa.

12. Parlor palm is native to which two places?
Answer: Southern Mexico and Guatemala.

13. Where is the ponytail palm native to?
Answer: Eastern Mexico.
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