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Houston Rockets trivia highlights the history and identity of the NBA franchise based in
Houston, Texas, which competes in the Western Conferenceâ��s Southwest Division. From
championship seasons to notable players and defining moments, it offers a quick way to
explore how the team became a lasting part of pro basketball culture.

HARD HOUSTON ROCKETS TRIVIA
1. Before the franchise ever played in Houston, what was the original team name used at its
1967 founding?
Answer: San Diego Rockets

2. When the NBA added the Rockets for the 1967-68 season, which other expansion team entered
the league alongside them?
Answer: Seattle SuperSonics

3. Who was on the sideline as the very first head coach in franchise history?
Answer: Jack McMahon

4. Which player did the Rockets take with the No. 1 overall pick in the 1968 NBA draft?
Answer: Elvin Hayes

5. What was the earlier of Moses Malone’s two Houston MVP seasons: 1979 or 1982?
Answer: 1979

6. In the 1981 playoffs, Houston knocked out the reigning NBA champions in the first round.
Which team was it?
Answer: Los Angeles Lakers

7. Houston reached the 1986 NBA Finals but fell in six games to which opponent?
Answer: Boston Celtics

8. Which player did Houston choose with the third overall selection in the 1983 draft?
Answer: Rodney McCray

9. In what year did Akeem Olajuwon officially change the spelling of his first name to
Hakeem?
Answer: 1991

10. How decisive was Houston’s 1995 NBA Finals win over Orlando in series score terms?
Answer: 4-0

11. The Rockets’ first title team in 1993-94 posted exactly how many regular-season wins?
Answer: 57 wins

12. How many regular-season games did Houston win in its 1994-95 championship campaign?
Answer: 47 wins



13. Who purchased the Rockets in 1993, just before the franchise’s back-to-back title era
began?
Answer: Les Alexander

14. Which businessman became owner of the Rockets in 2017?
Answer: Tilman Fertitta

FUNNY HOUSTON ROCKETS TRIVIA
1. The Houston Rockets are named after speedy space travel, so naturally their mascot is...
what woodland curveball?
Answer: A bear.

2. When the franchise moved from San Diego to Houston, what did it do with the name
"Rockets"?
Answer: It kept the name "Rockets."

3. Clutch the Bear doesn’t just wave from the sideline. What stunt is he especially known
for during Rockets games?
Answer: Trampoline dunks.

4. Houston’s 1995 title run was basically a spoiler alert in sneakers. What playoff seed did
the Rockets start from?
Answer: They were the sixth seed.

5. The 1994 Finals against New York refused to end quickly. How many games did Houston need
to finally win it?
Answer: Seven games.

6. In 1995, Houston skipped the drama at the very end and finished the Finals how?
Answer: With a sweep.

7. Which future Hall of Famer eventually joined Houston late in his career after spending
years battling the Rockets in the playoffs?
Answer: Charles Barkley.

8. One ex-Bulls star had a sometimes-tense one-season stop in Houston. Who was it?
Answer: Scottie Pippen.

9. Years after Houston had already tried building around Yao Ming at center, which big man
later joined the Rockets?
Answer: Dwight Howard.

10. After the peak of ’Linsanity’ in New York, which player became a Rocket in 2012?
Answer: Jeremy Lin.

11. Houston once fielded a backcourt that looked like an MVP reunion tour. Which two former
MVP guards were on the same Rockets roster?



Answer: James Harden and Russell Westbrook.

12. One of the tallest stars in franchise history got an immortal parking spot in the
rafters. Which number did Houston retire for Yao Ming?
Answer: Number 11.

13. The Rockets ripped off a 22-game winning streak in what year, only for that season to
end without a championship parade?
Answer: 2008.

FUN HOUSTON ROCKETS TRIVIA
1. What did Houston’s 1994 championship become for the city in the big-league sports world?
Answer: It was Houston’s first major pro sports title.

2. In 1995, Houston crashed the NBA title party from what playoff seed?
Answer: The No. 6 seed.

3. How long was Houston’s record-setting win streak during the 2007-08 season?
Answer: 22 straight wins.

4. What franchise-best regular-season win total did the Rockets post in 2018?
Answer: 65 wins.

5. Which team stood in Houston’s way in the 2018 Western Conference finals?
Answer: The Golden State Warriors.

6. In Game 7 of the 2018 West finals, how many straight threes did Houston miss in one
famously icy stretch?
Answer: 27 consecutive three-point attempts.

7. James Harden led the NBA in scoring for Houston in three straight seasons beginning in
what year?
Answer: 2018.

8. How many points did James Harden drop against the Knicks in 2019 to tie Houston’s
single-game scoring record?
Answer: 61 points.

9. Harden hit 61 twice in 2019. Which opponent got the sequel?
Answer: The San Antonio Spurs.

10. Against Washington in 2019, Houston rained in how many threes for what was then an NBA
record?
Answer: 26 three-pointers.

11. Houston went extra tiny in 2020 after trading away which center?
Answer: Clint Capela.



12. Which former MVP spent exactly one season in Houston teaming up with James Harden?
Answer: Russell Westbrook.

13. What unusual regular-season record did the Rockets carry into the 1981 NBA Finals?
Answer: 40-42.

HOUSTON ROCKETS FAMILY TRIVIA
1. What is the name of the Houston Rockets’ bear mascot?
Answer: Clutch the Bear

2. In what year did Clutch the Bear win NBA Mascot of the Year?
Answer: 2005

3. What new name was later given to The Summit?
Answer: Compaq Center

4. The Rockets opened Toyota Center in which year?
Answer: 2003

5. Which Houston player won NBA Most Valuable Player honors while with the Rockets?
Answer: Moses Malone

6. Who was Houston’s first overall pick in the 1983 NBA draft?
Answer: Ralph Sampson

7. Which Rockets star was selected first overall in the 2002 NBA draft?
Answer: Yao Ming

8. What jersey number did the Rockets retire for Yao Ming?
Answer: 11

9. Calvin Murphy’s retired Rockets number is which one?
Answer: 23

10. Which number hangs in honor of Moses Malone in Houston?
Answer: 24

11. Clyde Drexler’s retired Rockets jersey carries what number?
Answer: 22

12. What number did the Rockets retire for Rudy Tomjanovich?
Answer: 45

EASY HOUSTON ROCKETS TRIVIA
1. What league do the Houston Rockets play in?
Answer: The National Basketball Association

2. Which city is home to the Rockets?



Answer: Houston

3. The Houston Rockets compete in which NBA conference?
Answer: Western Conference

4. What division are the Rockets part of?
Answer: Southwest Division

5. What is Houston’s NBA team commonly called?
Answer: The Rockets

6. At what arena do the Rockets play their home games?
Answer: Toyota Center

7. In what year did the Rockets win their first NBA championship of the 1990s back-to-back
run?
Answer: 1994

8. Which Hall of Fame center is most closely associated with the Rockets?
Answer: Hakeem Olajuwon

9. Before moving to Houston, in what city did the Rockets begin?
Answer: San Diego

10. What year did the Rockets join the NBA as an expansion team?
Answer: 1967

11. What year did the franchise move from San Diego to Houston?
Answer: 1971

12. Name one Rockets team color: which bright color is part of their scheme?
Answer: Red

13. Besides red and white, which dark color is also part of the Rockets’ team colors?
Answer: Black
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