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Indiana Pacers trivia explores the history, personalities, and memorable moments of the
Indianapolis franchise that began in the ABA before joining the NBA in 1976. From
championship-winning ABA teams to standout stars and playoff runs in the Eastern Conference,
this page offers a concise way to revisit facts that range from easy and family-friendly to
funny and challenging.

HARD INDIANA PACERS TRIVIA
1. What special status did the Indiana Pacers hold when the ABA launched in 1967?
Answer: They were a charter franchise of the ABA.

2. Indiana’s path into the NBA came through what league-changing event?
Answer: The ABA-NBA merger.

3. In the Pacers’ first ABA championship run listed here, what was their Finals series
margin in 1970?
Answer: They won the 1970 ABA Finals 4-2.

4. How many games did Indiana need to win the 1972 ABA Finals?
Answer: Six games.

5. The 1973 ABA title wasn’t quick or easy. How long did that Finals series last for
Indiana?
Answer: Seven games.

6. Which opponent ended Indiana’s 2013 Eastern Conference finals run in a seven-game series?
Answer: The Miami Heat.

7. Reggie Miller’s Pacers rˆ'sumˆ' includes how many NBA All-Star selections?
Answer: Five.

8. For how many NBA seasons did Rik Smits stay exclusively with Indiana?
Answer: 12 seasons.

9. Jermaine O’Neal reached what All-Star total while wearing a Pacers uniform?
Answer: Six NBA All-Star selections.

10. At what draft slot did Indiana select Paul George?
Answer: 10th overall.

11. Which player did the Pacers take 11th overall in 2015?
Answer: Myles Turner.

12. In the deal that brought Tyrese Haliburton to Indiana, which Pacers big man was sent to
Sacramento?
Answer: Domantas Sabonis.



13. Which Pacers guard had the unusual distinction of playing for Indiana in two separate
stints?
Answer: Mark Jackson.

14. Before serving as team president, who had already held the Pacers’ general manager role?
Answer: Donnie Walsh.

FUNNY INDIANA PACERS TRIVIA
1. The Pacers are named after racing, but their mascot apparently missed the memo. What kind
of animal is Boomer?
Answer: Boomer is a panther.

2. In one of the strangest number retirements in sports, which number did the Pacers retire
for Slick Leonard’s coaching wins?
Answer: The Pacers retired No. 529.

3. If you were doing your best Slick Leonard impression after a big Pacers shot, what
catchphrase would you shout?
Answer: "Boom Baby!"

4. Reggie Miller’s famous 8-point burst happened in which arena, where dreams and defensive
plans go to wobble?
Answer: Madison Square Garden.

5. The 2004 Pacers-Pistons brawl escalated after what came flying out of the stands like the
worst concession-airdrop ever?
Answer: A thrown drink.

6. Ron Artest eventually adopted what new name, in one of the NBA’s most memorable rebrands?
Answer: Metta World Peace.

7. Lance Stephenson had a nickname that sounded like he showed up to the league already
caffeinated. What was it?
Answer: Born Ready.

8. During the 2014 Eastern Conference finals, Lance Stephenson delivered one of basketball’s
weirdest mind games by blowing in whose ear?
Answer: LeBron James’s ear.

9. True or false: Dale Davis and Antonio Davis shared a last name and a locker room. What
were they definitely not?
Answer: False

10. The name ’Pacers’ isn’t only about speedy cars. It also comes partly from what other
racing tradition?
Answer: Harness-racing pacers.



11. When the Pacers picked Reggie Miller in 1987, how did many fans react on draft night
before history told them to calm down?
Answer: They booed.

12. Before Reggie became Reggie, many Indiana fans were hoping the Pacers would draft which
local star instead?
Answer: Steve Alford.

13. Larry Bird’s Indiana roots begin in what town, which sounds like it should also have an
excellent pie shop?
Answer: West Baden Springs, Indiana.

FUN INDIANA PACERS TRIVIA
1. The Pacers name sounds speedy, but it also nods to what kind of sport involving pacing
horses?
Answer: Harness racing

2. When Indiana’s downtown arena first opened in 1999, what was its original name?
Answer: Conseco Fieldhouse

3. Before it was called Gainbridge Fieldhouse, the Pacers’ home was renamed in 2011 to what?
Answer: Bankers Life Fieldhouse

4. In what year did the Pacers’ arena officially become Gainbridge Fieldhouse?
Answer: 2021

5. For their first ABA championship in 1970, Indiana defeated which team in the Finals?
Answer: Los Angeles Stars

6. The Pacers collected another ABA title in 1972 by beating which opponent?
Answer: New York Nets

7. In the 1973 ABA Finals, Indiana finished the job against what team?
Answer: Kentucky Colonels

8. Which Pacers great entered the Basketball Hall of Fame in 2013?
Answer: Roger Brown

9. Which retired Pacers jersey number belongs to Reggie Miller?
Answer: No. 31

10. George McGinnis has a retired Pacers number tooâ��what is it?
Answer: No. 30

11. Roger Brown’s retired Pacers jersey carries which number?
Answer: No. 35

12. Mel Daniels is honored in the rafters with what retired Pacers number?



Answer: No. 34

13. What unforgettable nickname is given to the 2004 brawl involving the Pacers and Pistons?
Answer: Malice at the Palace

INDIANA PACERS FAMILY TRIVIA
1. Which league did the Indiana Pacers begin in before joining the NBA?
Answer: The American Basketball Association

2. In what year did Indiana win its first ABA championship?
Answer: 1970

3. Which year was one of the Pacers’ additional ABA championship seasons: 1972 or 1976?
Answer: 1972

4. Who coached all three of the Pacers’ ABA title teams?
Answer: Bobby "Slick" Leonard

5. Which Pacers player won the ABA MVP award in 1975?
Answer: George McGinnis

6. Who won the ABA MVP award twice while playing for Indiana?
Answer: Mel Daniels

7. When the Pacers drafted Reggie Miller in 1987, what was his overall draft position?
Answer: 11th overall

8. Which Pacers center was drafted 2nd overall in 1988?
Answer: Rik Smits

9. Who served as the Pacers’ head coach from 1997 to 2000?
Answer: Larry Bird

10. What year did Larry Bird win NBA Coach of the Year with Indiana?
Answer: 1998

11. How many regular-season games did the 2003-04 Pacers win, setting a franchise record in
the NBA era?
Answer: 61

12. Which Pacer won NBA Defensive Player of the Year in 2004?
Answer: Ron Artest

EASY INDIANA PACERS TRIVIA
1. What city are the Indiana Pacers based in?
Answer: Indianapolis, Indiana

2. The Indiana Pacers compete in which basketball league?



Answer: The National Basketball Association

3. Which conference do the Pacers play in?
Answer: The Eastern Conference

4. What division are the Indiana Pacers part of in the NBA?
Answer: The Central Division

5. In what year was the Pacers franchise founded?
Answer: 1967

6. What year did the Pacers join the NBA?
Answer: 1976

7. What is the name of the Pacers’ home arena?
Answer: Gainbridge Fieldhouse

8. Which two colors are part of the Pacers’ team colors?
Answer: Navy blue and gold

9. What is Indiana’s NBA team nickname?
Answer: Pacers

10. Who is the head coach of the Indiana Pacers?
Answer: Rick Carlisle

11. What is the name of the Pacers’ mascot?
Answer: Boomer

12. How many ABA championships did Indiana win?
Answer: Three

13. In what year did the Pacers reach the NBA Finals?
Answer: 2000
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