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Inventors and Inventions trivia explores the ideas, experiments, and breakthroughs behind
devices and discoveries that reshaped daily life, industry, and science. From famous names
like Thomas Edison and Marie Curie to surprising origins of common tools, it offers a fun
way to connect big historical milestones with the inventions people use every day.

HARD INVENTORS AND INVENTIONS TRIVIA

1. When an invention s patent term runs out, into what status do the claimed invention
rights fall?

Answer: The public domain.

2. In what year did Karl Benz receive a patent for his motorcar design?
Answer: 1886.

3. Name the year in which the first commercial microprocessor, the Intel 4004, was
introduced.?
Answer: 1971.

4. Wireless communication took off rapidly in which decade?
Answer: The 1890s.

5. Before regular broadcasting was common, experimental television systems appeared in which
decade?
Answer: The 1920s.

6. Which camera helped turn amateur photography into a low-cost mass pastime?
Answer: The Kodak Brownie.

7. What invention let a single worker spin multiple threads at the same time?
Answer: The Spinning Jenny.

8. Alexander Graham Bell s 1876 patent was for what device?
Answer: The telephone patent.

9. Which scientist both pioneered research on radioactivity and developed mobile X-ray units
during World War 1?
Answer: Marie Curie.

10. Textile-manufacturing history links the water frame most closely with which figure?
Answer: Richard Arkwright.

11. Which key inventor is associated with the integrated circuit in the supplied facts?
Answer: Jack Kilby.

12. Which film star-turned-inventor co-invented a frequency-hopping communication system
during World War 11?



Answer: Hedy Lamatrr.

13. Which Massachusetts city became a major early U.S. textile-manufacturing center?
Answer: Lowell.

14. Which early photographic process created a detailed image on a polished metal plate?
Answer: The daguerreotype.

FUNNY INVENTORS AND INVENTIONS TRIVIA
1. Which kind of hardware basically says, "Here are the plans go ahead and tinker"?
Answer: Open-source hardware

2. The Apple | skipped the fancy shell and showed up as what instead?
Answer: A pre-assembled circuit board

3. Dynamite made nitroglycerin less of a drama queen by stabilizing it in what sort of
material?
Answer: An absorbent material

4. At his famous demo, Elisha Otis made audiences gasp by cutting the rope and proving what
invention could stop the cab from falling?
Answer: The safety elevator brake

5. Which Massachusetts site is strongly linked to the rise of interchangeable-parts
manufacturing in the United States?
Answer: Springfield Armory

6. Who co-invented an early barcode system, helping future cashiers hear fewer arguments
with unscannable cereal?
Answer: Norman Joseph Woodland

7. If you were hunting for one of Italy’s key automobile-manufacturing cities, which place
would rev its engine first?
Answer: Turin

8. What compact hand-cranked mechanical calculator was famous for fitting in one hand,
basically the pocket rocket of arithmetic?
Answer: The Curta

9. Which printing machine skipped the letter-by-letter grind by casting whole lines of type
as single metal slugs?
Answer: The Linotype

10. James Watt improved steam-engine efficiency with what add-on that sounds like it should
come with a repair bill?

Answer: The separate condenser

11. Who developed important gyroscopic navigation and stabilization technologies, giving



machines a better sense of 'keep it together'?
Answer: Elmer Sperry

12. Which Japanese science hub was developed as a major research center rather than, say, a
theme park for lab coats?
Answer: Tsukuba Science City

13. In Turin, which museum reflects the city’s long relationship with car manufacturing?
Answer: The National Automobile Museum

FUN INVENTORS AND INVENTIONS TRIVIA

1. Before airplanes became routine, the Wright brothers got their first powered flights off
the ground near which North Carolina spot?

Answer: Kitty Hawk

2. Thomas Edison s famous research laboratory turned one New Jersey place-name into a
science legend. Which one?
Answer: Menlo Park

3. Silicon Valley didn t name itself after trees or weather. Its name comes from the
importance of what material in semiconductor manufacturing?
Answer: Silicon

4. What production method breaks work into repeated steps performed one after another, like
a factory-sized relay race?
Answer: assembly line

5. If someone redesigns a chair so humans can use it more safely and efficiently, what field
are they practicing?
Answer: ergonomics

6. Which term describes components made to standard sizes so one can be swapped with another
from the same design?
Answer: interchangeable parts

7. Inventing often means test, tweak, repeat. What s the term for improving a design through
repeated cycles of testing and revision?
Answer: iteration

8. A gadget stamped 'patent pending’ is announcing what, exactly?
Answer: A patent application has been filed but not yet granted.

9. What grants a time-limited exclusive right to an invention in exchange for public
disclosure?
Answer: A patent

10. If an inventor builds something just to show the big idea can work in principle, what is
that build called?



Answer: proof of concept

11. What do you call the early model built to test an invention s design or function before
the polished version shows up?
Answer: prototype

12. Taking apart a finished product to figure out how it works is called what?
Answer: reverse engineering

13. Henry Ford s moving assembly line for automobile production is commonly linked to what
year?
Answer: 1913

INVENTORS AND INVENTIONS FAMILY TRIVIA

1. Which inventor was a key figure in developing the practical telegraph in the United
States?

Answer: Samuel Morse was a key figure in the development of the practical telegraph in the
United States.

2. Which American inventor is commonly linked to the cotton gin in U.S. history?
Answer: Eli Whitney is commonly linked to the cotton gin in U.S. history.

3. Before flying machines made them famous, in what Ohio city did the Wright brothers run a
bicycle business?

Answer: The Wright brothers ran a bicycle business in Dayton, Ohio, before their aviation
successes.

4. Superhero science break: what is Spider-Man'’s civilian name?
Answer: Spider-Man'’s civilian identity is Peter Parker.

5. In which comic book series did Superman make his first appearance?
Answer: Superman made his first appearance in Action Comics.

6. Which island is linked with the visions of Revelation?
Answer: Patmos is the island linked with the visions of Revelation.

7. Which city is home to the Saints?
Answer: The Saints are based in New Orleans, Louisiana.

8. What are the Raiders’ cheerleaders called?
Answer: The Raiders have cheerleaders known as the Raiderettes.

9. Which city name is one of the two used in the Chargers’ franchise name over time: Los
Angeles or what other city?
Answer: The Chargers have used both Los Angeles and San Diego in their franchise name.

10. What year was LAFC's first MLS Cup title season?
Answer: LAFC's first MLS Cup title season was 2022.



11. Which team is a division rival of the Miami Dolphins?
Answer: The New York Jets are a division rival of the Miami Dolphins.

12. Who is the principal owner of the Vikings?
Answer: Zygi Wilf is the principal owner of the Vikings.

EASY INVENTORS AND INVENTIONS TRIVIA
1. Who is famous for popularizing bagless cyclonic vacuum cleaners?
Answer: James Dyson

2. Which inventor helped popularize roll film photography?
Answer: George Eastman

3. Charles Goodyear is best known for work connected to what rubber process?
Answer: Vulcanization of rubber

4. What New Jersey research center is known as the birthplace of the transistor?
Answer: Bell Labs

5. MIT is located in which Massachusetts city?
Answer: Cambridge

6. CERN is located near which city on the Swiss-French border?
Answer: Geneva

7. The Ford Motor Company is closely associated with what Michigan city?
Answer: Dearborn

8. At the checkout counter, what are you scanning when you read the pattern of vertical
lines of varying widths on a product?
Answer: A barcode

9. Which invention made separating cotton fibers from seeds much faster than doing it by
hand?
Answer: The cotton gin

10. A diesel engine ignites fuel by compression instead of by what?
Answer: A spark plug

11. What do you call a small chip that puts multiple electronic components onto one piece?
Answer: An integrated circuit

12. Which word in technology is an acronym for ‘Light Amplification by Stimulated Emission
of Radiation’?

Answer: Laser

13. What implanted device uses electrical pulses to help regulate heart rhythm?



Answer: An implantable pacemaker
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