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Mardi Gras trivia invites you into the festive world of Carnival, a holiday rooted in
centuries-old Catholic pre-Lenten celebrations that took distinctive shape in places like
New Orleans, Rio de Janeiro, and Venice. These questions highlight the parades, masks,
music, food, and folklore that make the season memorable, offering a lively mix of easy
laughs and deeper historical surprises.

HARD MARDI GRAS TRIVIA
1. In what year did Louisiana formally make Mardi Gras a legal state holiday?
Answer: 1875

2. What is the commonly used name for the 1875 Louisiana law that established Mardi Gras as
a legal holiday?
Answer: The Mardi Gras Act

3. Which krewe held the first New Orleans Mardi Gras ball in 18577
Answer: The Mistick Krewe of Comus

4. The Rex Organization was created partly to entertain which visiting royal in 1872?
Answer: Russian Grand Duke Alexei Alexandrovich

5. Which Latin motto belongs to Rex and translates to ‘for the public good'?
Answer: Pro Bono Publico

6. What is the name of the torchbearing tradition used to light nighttime Mardi Gras
parades?
Answer: Flambeaux

7. Before becoming one of Carnival’s most famous organizations, Zulu began in 1909 under
what full name?
Answer: The Zulu Social Aid and Pleasure Club

8. Which krewe is credited with pioneering celebrity monarchs in New Orleans parades?
Answer: The Krewe of Bacchus

9. Among major New Orleans krewes, which one is especially associated with oversized super
floats?

Answer: Endymion

10. In what year was the Krewe of Alla founded?
Answer: 1932

11. The Knights of Babylon entered Carnival history in what founding year?
Answer: 1939

12. What year marks the founding of the Krewe of Hermes?



Answer: 1937

13. Which year belongs to the founding of the Krewe of Iris?
Answer: 1917

14. What year saw the founding of the Krewe of Venus, noted as New Orleans’ first all-female
krewe?
Answer: 1941

FUNNY MARDI GRAS TRIVIA

1. If you're standing at a Zulu parade and hope to catch the most famously hard-shelled
souvenir, what are riders known for tossing?

Answer: Decorated coconuts

2. Which krewe is best known for parade themes that lean into satire and humor rather than
poker-face seriousness?
Answer: Tucks

3. What is the name of the New Orleans Mardi Gras parade where the stars of the show are
dogs in costume?
Answer: Krewe of Barkus

4. In which New Orleans neighborhood does Barkus parade, proving that even costumed dogs
appreciate good scenery?
Answer: French Quarter

5. Which krewe is known for adult satire and handmade floats instead of pretending subtlety
is the goal?
Answer: Krewe du Vieux

6. Which group rides a streetcar to open a visible part of the New Orleans Carnival season,
because apparently a normal entrance would be too boring?
Answer: Phunny Phorty Phellows

7. On Twelfth Night, what streetcar do the Phunny Phorty Phellows traditionally ride?
Answer: The St. Charles streetcar

8. Which krewe turned footwear into treasure by becoming known for throwing decorated
high-heeled shoes?
Answer: Krewe of Muses

9. What glittery item became a signature parade throw for the Krewe of Nyx?
Answer: Glitter-covered purses

10. If a Mardi Gras catch makes you instantly look 12% more fabulous in daylight, which
krewe probably threw it: the one known for hand-decorated sunglasses?
Answer: Krewe of Iris



11. Rex riders traditionally throw what aluminum item bearing the king's image?
Answer: Aluminum doubloons

12. Which krewe is commonly associated with the title 'King of Carnival'?
Answer: Rex

13. What is the formal style of Zulu’s top parade leader?
Answer: Zulu King

FUN MARDI GRAS TRIVIA
1. What song is often called the official tune of Mardi Gras?
Answer: "If Ever | Cease to Love" is often identified as the official song of Mardi Gras.

2. Which New Orleans Carnival organization was founded in 1882: Proteus, Muses, or Orpheus?
Answer: Proteus was founded in 1882.

3. Which singer and pianist helped co-found the Krewe of Orpheus in 1993?
Answer: Harry Connick Jr. co-founded Orpheus in 1993.

4. Orpheus was founded in 1993 but in what year did it first parade?
Answer: The Krewe of Orpheus first paraded in 1994.

5. Which all-female Mardi Gras krewe was founded in 20007
Answer: The Krewe of Muses.

6. Which krewe first rolled in 2011: Nyx, Rex, or Proteus?
Answer: Nyx first paraded in 2011.

7. On which day does the Rex parade traditionally run?
Answer: The Rex parade traditionally runs on Mardi Gras Day.

8. Which version of Mardi Gras is especially tied to rural communities in south Louisiana?
Answer: Cajun Mardi Gras.

9. What is the name of the costumed rural run linked with Cajun Mardi Gras?
Answer: The Courir de Mardi Gras.

10. If you hear about dazzling samba school parades during Carnival, which city are people
probably talking about?

Answer: Rio de Janeiro.

11. Which city is especially famous for masked Carnival traditions?
Answer: Venice.

12. Which French city hosts one of the country’s best-known carnival celebrations?
Answer: Nice.

13. Which Belgian city is known for its Carnival: Bruges, Ghent, or Binche?



Answer: Binche.

MARDI GRAS FAMILY TRIVIA
1. In what year did the Krewe of Rex choose the official Mardi Gras colors?
Answer: 1872

2. According to Rex symbolism, what does the color purple represent?
Answer: Justice

3. Which idea is matched with green in Rex symbolism?
Answer: Faith

4. Gold is one of the famous Mardi Gras colors. In Rex symbolism, what does gold mean?
Answer: Power

5. Which organization rolled the first New Orleans parade in 18577
Answer: Mistick Krewe of Comus

6. True or false: Zulu Social Aid and Pleasure Club is a major Mardi Gras organization in
New Orleans.?
Answer: True

7. The Krewe of Bacchus was founded in which year?
Answer: 1968

8. One year before Bacchus arrived, another big krewe began. What year was the Krewe of
Endymion founded?
Answer: 1967

9. Which suburban celebration near New Orleans is hosted by Jefferson Parish?
Answer: Family Gras

10. In many king cakes, what does the tiny hidden baby symbolize?
Answer: The Christ child

11. You found the baby in the king cake surprise! What are you often expected to provide
next?
Answer: The next cake

12. Which of these is a common Mardi Gras throw?
Answer: Doubloons, cups, and stuffed toys

EASY MARDI GRAS TRIVIA
1. What does the French term "Mardi Gras" mean in English?
Answer: Fat Tuesday

2. Mardi Gras takes place on the day before which Christian observance?
Answer: Ash Wednesday



3. Which U.S. city is most closely associated with Mardi Gras?
Answer: New Orleans

4. Which famous New Orleans street is one of the best-known Mardi Gras routes?
Answer: Canal Street

5. What three colors are traditionally linked with Mardi Gras?
Answer: Purple, green, and gold

6. What pastry is a signature treat of the Mardi Gras season in Louisiana?
Answer: King cake

7. Mardi Gras season begins on what day, also called Epiphany?
Answer: Twelfth Night

8. What public event is at the heart of many Mardi Gras celebrations?
Answer: Parades

9. What are among the most common items tossed from Mardi Gras floats?
Answer: Beads

10. What do many people wear over their faces during Mardi Gras celebrations?
Answer: Masks

11. Mardi Gras Day is part of what larger festive season?
Answer: Carnival

12. New Orleans Mardi Gras is celebrated in which U.S. state?
Answer: Louisiana

13. Why does the date of Mardi Gras change from year to year?
Answer: Because it is tied to Easter
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