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Marvel Comics trivia explores the history, characters, creators, and publishing milestones
of one of Americaâ��s best-known comic book companies. Founded in 1939 by Martin Goodman as
Timely Comics and later widely known as Atlas Comics before becoming Marvel, the publisher
has shaped superhero fiction for generations and has been part of The Walt Disney Company
since 2009.

HARD MARVEL COMICS TRIVIA
1. Before the Marvel name existed, what company did Martin Goodman found in 1939 after
expanding from pulp magazines into comics?
Answer: Timely Publications

2. Who drew the cover of the first issue of Marvel Comics #1?
Answer: Frank R. Paul

3. Captain America Comics #1 made a wartime splash by showing the hero punching which
historical figure on the cover?
Answer: Adolf Hitler

4. Before its distributor collapsed in 1957, Atlas sent its comics through what company?
Answer: American News Company

5. After the 1957 distribution collapse, Goodman secured a new distribution arrangement with
which company?
Answer: Independent News

6. The distributor Independent News was owned by what company, which later became DC Comics?
Answer: National Periodical Publications

7. In the early 1960s, what storytelling concept was being guided at Marvel by Stan Lee in
his role as editor and writer?
Answer: The shared universe

8. What nickname became strongly associated with Marvel during the 1960s?
Answer: House of Ideas

9. Which company bought Marvel’s parent company in 1968?
Answer: Cadence Industries

10. After New World Entertainment acquired Marvel Comics in 1986, what new name did the
company take?
Answer: Marvel Entertainment Group

11. Who acquired Marvel Entertainment Group in 1989?
Answer: Ronald Perelman



12. In what year did Marvel file for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection?
Answer: 1996

13. Marvel emerged from bankruptcy in 1998 after restructuring under the leadership of which
company?
Answer: Toy Biz

14. What trading card company did Marvel acquire in 1993?
Answer: Fleer

FUNNY MARVEL COMICS TRIVIA
1. Which Marvel character started life as a joke mascot in the company’s satirical comics?
Answer: Forbush Man

2. Back in the 1960s, what was the name of Marvel’s parody series that basically winked at
superhero comics from across the room?
Answer: Not Brand Echh

3. What Marvel humor comic had the wonderfully exasperated title "What The--?!" and spoofed
Marvel’s own characters?
Answer: What The--?!

4. Squirrel Girl saves the day, but what name would be on her driver’s license if she had
one?
Answer: Doreen Green

5. Howard the Duck waddled into Marvel history in which comic issue in 1973?
Answer: Adventure into Fear #19

6. Who was the writer credited as a creator of Howard the Duck, proving someone absolutely
did put a duck into Marvel on purpose?
Answer: Steve Gerber

7. Peter Porker is better known by what gloriously hammy superhero name?
Answer: Spider-Ham

8. Spider-Ham first popped up in 1983 in a comic with a pun so committed it squealed. What
was the title?
Answer: Marvel Tails #1

9. Which Marvel superhero team sounds less like Earth’s mightiest heroes and more like a
regional weather report?
Answer: Great Lakes Avengers

10. What is the name of the green floating mutant introduced in X-Force who looks like he
ignored every known law of geometry?
Answer: Doop



11. Which X-Men villain runs the twisted entertainment world known as Mojoworld, basically
turning evil into a production studio?
Answer: Mojo

12. Deadpool is famous for doing what comic-book taboo, as if the speech balloons are
legally his roommates?
Answer: Breaking the fourth wall

13. Gwenpool sounds like a joke mash-up, but what is her actual civilian name?
Answer: Gwendolyn Poole

FUN MARVEL COMICS TRIVIA
1. Before he became Marvel’s publisher, what top editorial job did Stan Lee hold?
Answer: He served as Marvel’s editor-in-chief.

2. Which legendary creator helped co-create the Fantastic Four for Marvel?
Answer: Jack Kirby

3. Spider-Man owes part of his comic-book birth certificate to which co-creator?
Answer: Steve Ditko

4. Who gave Marvel its stylized logo a major design boost in the late 1960s era?
Answer: Jim Steranko

5. What was the name of the Marvel comic line launched in 1972 for the UK market?
Answer: Marvel UK

6. Which black-and-white Marvel magazine title let Conan swing a sword without regular color
pages?
Answer: Savage Sword of Conan

7. In 1977, which movie adaptation gave Marvel a serious sales power-up?
Answer: Star Wars

8. Which toy-driven Marvel crossover kicked off in 1984?
Answer: Secret Wars

9. What giant 1991 comic issue became one of the best-selling single issues in history?
Answer: X-Men #1

10. Which comic company did Marvel acquire in 1994?
Answer: Malibu Comics

11. What was the name of the Marvel imprint that launched in 1998?
Answer: Marvel Knights

12. Which Marvel line launched in 2000 with Ultimate Spider-Man leading the charge?
Answer: Ultimate Marvel



13. Which Marvel crossover started in 2006 and turned hero arguments into a full-scale comic
earthquake?
Answer: Civil War

MARVEL COMICS FAMILY TRIVIA
1. How many founding members make up the Fantastic Four?
Answer: Four

2. What is Spider-Man’s civilian name?
Answer: Peter Parker

3. Which name does Iron Man use when he isn’t wearing the armor?
Answer: Tony Stark

4. Captain America is the hero identity of which person?
Answer: Steve Rogers

5. Bruce Banner turns into which Marvel hero?
Answer: The Hulk

6. What is the name of Thor’s magic hammer?
Answer: Mjolnir

7. Black Panther rules which fictional African nation?
Answer: Wakanda

8. In many classic stories, where are the Avengers headquartered?
Answer: Avengers Mansion

9. The Fantastic Four operate out of which famous building?
Answer: Baxter Building

10. Xavier’s School for Gifted Youngsters is associated with which Marvel team?
Answer: The X-Men

11. What feature is Wolverine especially known for extending from his hands?
Answer: Claws

12. Which Marvel hero can control the weather?
Answer: Storm

EASY MARVEL COMICS TRIVIA
1. Who founded Marvel Comics in 1939?
Answer: Martin Goodman

2. Before it was called Marvel, what name did the company begin publishing under?
Answer: Timely Comics



3. By 1951, Marvel was generally known by what name?
Answer: Atlas Comics

4. Marvel Comics is what kind of publisher?
Answer: An American comic book publisher

5. On what date did Marvel become a property of The Walt Disney Company?
Answer: December 31, 2009

6. Since March 2023, Marvel Comics has been a subsidiary of which Disney unit?
Answer: Disney Publishing Worldwide

7. What is the commonly known title of the first issue published by Timely?
Answer: Marvel Comics #1

8. In what year was Marvel Comics #1 released?
Answer: 1939

9. Which fiery hero first appeared in Marvel Comics #1?
Answer: Human Torch

10. Which undersea character made a first appearance in Marvel Comics #1?
Answer: Namor the Sub-Mariner

11. The modern Marvel age is often said to begin with the first issue of which team book in
1961?
Answer: Fantastic Four

12. Spider-Man debuted in which comic title?
Answer: Amazing Fantasy #15

13. Which 1962 comic issue introduced the Hulk?
Answer: The Incredible Hulk #1
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