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Maya Mythology trivia explores the beliefs and stories of one of Mesoamericaâ��s most
influential civilizations, whose traditions were preserved in inscriptions, art, and later
texts such as the Popol Vuh. From deities like Kukulkan to cosmic themes of creation,
sacrifice, and the underworld, it offers a lively way to learn how Maya myth shaped ritual
life and cultural memory.

HARD MAYA MYTHOLOGY TRIVIA
1. On Quirigua Stela C, what Calendar Round accompanies the mythic creation Long Count
13.0.0.0.0?
Answer: 4 Ajaw 8 Kumk’u

2. Using the commonly cited GMT correlation, 13.0.0.0.0 lands on which proleptic Gregorian
date?
Answer: August 11, 3114 BCE

3. Which site preserves inscriptions that reference mythological serpent and patron deities
within royal narratives?
Answer: Dos Pilas

4. The San Bartolo mural program is often dated to roughly what year?
Answer: 100 BCE

5. When the Popol Vuh was written alphabetically in K’iche’ during the colonial period, what
script was used?
Answer: Latin script

6. Who copied the Popol Vuh in the early 18th century?
Answer: Francisco Ximenez

7. The title Chilam Balam is usually interpreted as what?
Answer: Jaguar Prophet

8. Which alternate name goes with the Madrid Codex?
Answer: Tro-Cortesianus Codex

9. Rabinal Achi is traditionally performed in what town?
Answer: Rabinal

10. Scholars often connect Hun Hunahpu, father of the Hero Twins, with which deity figure?
Answer: Maya Maize God

11. In Classic Maya art, what distinctive ornament is commonly shown on the Principal Bird
Deity?
Answer: A jeweled chest ornament



12. Many researchers gloss Wacah Chan as what phrase?
Answer: raised-up sky

13. Which Belize cave site is famous for ritual deposits relevant to Maya underworld
beliefs?
Answer: Actun Tunichil Muknal

14. At San Bartolo, in which structure were the murals discovered?
Answer: Structure Sub-1

FUNNY MAYA MYTHOLOGY TRIVIA
1. Which bragging figure in the Popol Vuh basically says, with full confidence, that he is
both the sun and the moon?
Answer: Vucub Caquix

2. In the Hero Twinsâ�� not-so-gentle lesson for Vucub Caquix, what do they help knock out to
humble him?
Answer: His teeth

3. Who helps fool Vucub Caquix by appearing as a pair of disguised helpers rather than
flashy heroes?
Answer: A pair of old healers

4. During the Hero Twinsâ�� first audience in Xibalba, what fake figure do the lords use in an
attempt to embarrass them?
Answer: A wooden mannequin

5. What sizzling piece of furniture are visitors expected to sit on as an embarrassing
underworld test?
Answer: A hot bench

6. After losing his jeweled mouth, what bird ends up looking much less glamorous in the
Popol Vuh?
Answer: A macaw

7. True or false: The Hero Twins usually win by being even more boastful than the enemies
they face.?
Answer: False

8. Which ominous Xibalba test sounds like a place where interior design went terribly wrong
with knives everywhere?
Answer: Razor House

9. Name the Xibalba trial that sounds less like a guest room and more like a very bad zoo
sleepover.?
Answer: Jaguar House

10. What stunt do the Hero Twins use to outsmart the lords of Xibalba that amounts to the



underworldâ��s wildest comeback tour?
Answer: They stage magical deaths and returns

11. Which Hero Twin has the particularly inconvenient experience of briefly losing his head
in the House of Bats?
Answer: Hunahpu

12. When Hunahpu needs an emergency replacement upstairs, what object gets used as his
substitute head?
Answer: A gourd

13. The ball used by the Xibalba lords comes with what hidden extra that makes the game
alarmingly unsafe?
Answer: A dangerous blade

FUN MAYA MYTHOLOGY TRIVIA
1. At Chichen Itza, which pyramid is most strongly linked with the Feathered Serpent?
Answer: El Castillo

2. In the Popol Vuh, what weapon do the Hero Twins use to knock down a proud bird being?
Answer: A blowgun

3. After Hun Hunahpu is beheaded, where is his severed head placed?
Answer: In a calabash tree

4. Who becomes pregnant after speaking with Hun Hunahpu’s head in the Popol Vuh?
Answer: Xquic

5. Which Xibalba trial sounds like the worst possible sleepover: the House of Bats or the
House of Blankets?
Answer: House of Bats

6. In the Popol Vuh’s underworld challenges, which place lives up to its name by being
completely unlit?
Answer: Dark House

7. Before beating the lords of Xibalba, the Hero Twins go undercover as what?
Answer: Traveling performers

8. What flashy item did Maya rulers often wear in ceremonies to embody divine and mythic
power?
Answer: Feathered headdresses

9. The books called Chilam Balam get their name from whom?
Answer: Chilam prophets

10. Which famous court at Chichen Itza is one of the largest known in Mesoamerica?
Answer: The Great Ballcourt



11. Why were caves important in Maya rain rituals?
Answer: Because caves were linked to water and fertility

12. True or false: In the Popol Vuh, the lords of the underworld test visitors with
deceptive torches and cigars.?
Answer: True

13. In some Maya imagery, the world tree isn’t just any tree. What kind is it shown as?
Answer: A flowering maize tree

MAYA MYTHOLOGY FAMILY TRIVIA
1. In the Popol Vuh, which pair of heroes uses tests and clever tricks to outwit the lords
of Xibalba?
Answer: Hunahpu and Xbalanque

2. Which underworld lord in the Popol Vuh has the striking name One Death?
Answer: One Death

3. What is the common name for the celestial bird figure seen in Maya art?
Answer: Principal Bird Deity

4. What is the name often given to the world tree that links sky, earth, and underworld in
Maya thought?
Answer: Wacah Chan

5. Which K’iche’ dance-drama, recognized by UNESCO, keeps mythic and heroic themes alive?
Answer: Rabinal Achi

6. In what year did UNESCO proclaim Rabinal Achi a Masterpiece of the Oral and Intangible
Heritage of Humanity?
Answer: 2005

7. The mural site of San Bartolo is located in which modern country?
Answer: Guatemala

8. The Popol Vuh survives from the highlands of which Maya people?
Answer: K’iche’ Maya

9. At Chichen Itza, the famous feathered serpent is commonly identified with whom?
Answer: Kukulkan

10. Maya mythic scenes at San Bartolo come from which time period?
Answer: Late Preclassic

11. What Long Count number appears as the Maya creation date on Quirigua Stela C?
Answer: 13.0.0.0.0



12. In the Popol Vuh family tree, the Hero Twins are the grandsons of which old pair?
Answer: Xpiyacoc and Xmucane

EASY MAYA MYTHOLOGY TRIVIA
1. What is the name of the K’iche’ Maya sacred narrative preserved from a colonial-era
manuscript?
Answer: Popol Vuh

2. Hunahpu and Xbalanque are best known together by what shared title?
Answer: Hero Twins

3. In many Maya traditions, what natural places are seen as entrances to Xibalba?
Answer: caves

4. Many Maya traditions treat which landforms as sacred places linked to rain, ancestors,
and spirits?
Answer: mountains

5. What is the common name for the feathered serpent deity in Yucatec Maya tradition?
Answer: Feathered Serpent

6. What is the name of the Maya 365-day solar calendar?
Answer: Haab’

7. Which famous Yucatan site is home to a major pyramid associated with Kukulkan?
Answer: Chichen Itza

8. At Chichen Itza, what is the common name of the ceremonial water-filled sinkhole?
Answer: Sacred Cenote

9. Yucatec Maya traditions are most closely associated with what region?
Answer: Yucatan Peninsula

10. Which surviving Maya book is recognized as the longest codex?
Answer: The Madrid Codex

11. What is the Maya system called that counts days from a mythic starting point?
Answer: The Long Count

12. What is the name of the underworld defeated by the Hero Twins?
Answer: Xibalba

13. Who is the father of the Hero Twins in the Popol Vuh?
Answer: Hun Hunahpu
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