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Medical Terminology trivia explores the words healthcare professionals use to describe the
body, diseases, treatments, and procedures. Much of this vocabulary comes from Greek and
Latin, giving clues to meaning that can help readers recognize patterns in everything from
everyday diagnoses to highly technical terms. Whether you want a light challenge or a
tougher quiz, it offers a factual, approachable way to sharpen word knowledge.

HARD MEDICAL TERMINOLOGY TRIVIA
1. What is the official international standard used for human anatomical terminology?
Answer: Terminologia Anatomica

2. Which medical reference work first appeared in 1900 under the title later known as
Dorland’s Illustrated Medical Dictionary?
Answer: Illustrated Medical Dictionary

3. Stedman’s Medical Dictionary takes its name from which medical lexicographer?
Answer: Thomas Stedman

4. Who shared the 1979 Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine for work that led to CT
scanning?
Answer: Godfrey Hounsfield

5. Which scientist identified the tuberculosis bacillus in 1882?
Answer: Robert Koch

6. Who proposed that mosquitoes transmit yellow fever?
Answer: Carlos Finlay

7. Florence Nightingale’s nursing reputation was forged during which war?
Answer: Crimean War

8. Which organization publishes the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders?
Answer: American Psychiatric Association

9. Bethesda, Maryland, is the headquarters of what major U.S. biomedical research
institution?
Answer: National Institutes of Health

10. Ebola virus disease gets its name from which river?
Answer: Ebola River

11. In medical word-building, which combining form points specifically to the nail?
Answer: onych/o

12. Which suffix means ’flow or discharge’ in medical terminology?
Answer: -rrhea



13. If a term ends in a suffix meaning ’bursting forth,’ especially of blood, which suffix
is it?
Answer: -rrhage

14. Which suffix signals a deficiency or decrease?
Answer: -penia

FUNNY MEDICAL TERMINOLOGY TRIVIA
1. If a chart says a problem was caused by the treatment itselfâ��basically medicineâ��s awkward
own-goalâ��which term fits?
Answer: iatrogenic

2. On a prescription, which abbreviation means the medication should be taken only when
needed, not just for decoration?
Answer: prn

3. Which abbreviation tells you the snack bar is closed because the patient gets nothing by
mouth?
Answer: NPO

4. If an order is marked with the medical version of ’right this second,’ what abbreviation
is used?
Answer: STAT

5. A patient with a fever is described as whatâ��besides ’definitely not chill’?
Answer: febrile

6. True or false: ’Afebrile’ means a person currently has a fever.?
Answer: False

7. When doctors know something is happening but not whyâ��medicineâ��s version of a shrugâ��which
term applies?
Answer: idiopathic

8. What term describes a bluish discoloration caused by low oxygen in the blood, which is
not a trendy color choice?
Answer: cyanosis

9. When body tissues are holding extra fluid and swelling up like they ignored the ’travel
light’ memo, what is that called?
Answer: edema

10. Which term means blood in the urineâ��an unmistakable reason to stop pretending everything
is normal?
Answer: hematuria

11. If someone vomits blood, what is the correct medical term for that very bad day?



Answer: hematemesis

12. When a clinician listens to internal body sounds with a stethoscope, what is that
called?
Answer: auscultation

13. What term means examining the body by touch, otherwise known as the medically approved
poke-check?
Answer: palpation

FUN MEDICAL TERMINOLOGY TRIVIA
1. If your heartbeat is doing the zoomies in the word tachycardia, which prefix is signaling
â��fastâ��?
Answer: tachy-

2. A term ending in â��-scopyâ�� usually involves what kind of examination?
Answer: visual examination with a scope

3. Which prefix points straight to bone?
Answer: osteo-

4. When a medical word uses â��hemaâ�� or â��hemo,â�� what is it talking about?
Answer: blood

5. What body part is hiding inside the root â��pulmoâ��?
Answer: the lung

6. If you spot the root â��gastrâ�� in a term, which organ should you think of?
Answer: the stomach

7. True or false: The suffix â��-omaâ�� often denotes a tumor or mass.?
Answer: True

8. Which prefix means â��aroundâ�� or â��surrounding,â�� like a linguistic hug?
Answer: peri-

9. If a medical term begins with â��endo-,â�� where is the action happening?
Answer: within or inside

10. What does the prefix â��epi-â�� mean?
Answer: upon or on top of

11. A word ending in â��-pneaâ�� is dealing with what basic function?
Answer: breathing

12. Which root is the joint specialist: â��arthr,â�� â��pulmo,â�� or â��renoâ��?
Answer: arthr



13. In a medical term, â��hepato-â�� sends you to which organ?
Answer: the liver

MEDICAL TERMINOLOGY FAMILY TRIVIA
1. In what ancient civilization did the Hippocratic Oath begin?
Answer: Ancient Greece

2. Which doctor gave his name to Alzheimer’s disease?
Answer: Alois Alzheimer

3. Who invented the stethoscope in 1816?
Answer: Renˆ' Laennec

4. Who discovered X-rays in 1895?
Answer: Wilhelm Conrad Rˆ¶ntgen

5. Which scientist is credited with discovering penicillin in 1928?
Answer: Alexander Fleming

6. Who shared the 1923 Nobel Prize for the discovery of insulin?
Answer: Frederick Banting

7. Parkinson’s disease takes its name from which person?
Answer: James Parkinson

8. True or false: Louis Pasteur helped establish the germ theory of disease.?
Answer: True

9. Which pioneer is linked with antiseptic surgery using carbolic acid?
Answer: Joseph Lister

10. Who wrote the anatomy classic "De humani corporis fabrica" in 1543?
Answer: Andreas Vesalius

11. In 1628, who described the circulation of blood?
Answer: William Harvey

12. What is the last name of the doctor who created the Apgar score for newborn assessment
in 1952?
Answer: Apgar

EASY MEDICAL TERMINOLOGY TRIVIA
1. On a prescription, what does BID traditionally mean?
Answer: Twice a day.

2. What is the medical term for an abnormally slow heart rate?
Answer: Bradycardia.



3. Which term means difficult or labored breathing?
Answer: Dyspnea.

4. If a patient is lying on their back with the face upward, what term describes that
position?
Answer: Supine.

5. What word means the death of body tissue?
Answer: Necrosis.

6. What instrument is used to examine the ear canal and eardrum?
Answer: An otoscope.

7. A Pap smear is a screening test for changes in cells of what body area?
Answer: The cervix.

8. In medical words, the prefix "cardio-" refers to what organ?
Answer: The heart.

9. What does the medical suffix "-itis" mean?
Answer: Inflammation.

10. The prefix "hyper-" usually means what?
Answer: Excessive or above normal.

11. If a term begins with "hypo-," what does that suggest?
Answer: Below normal or deficient.

12. What does the suffix "-ectomy" mean in a medical term?
Answer: Surgical removal.

13. In medical terminology, what does the suffix "-algia" mean?
Answer: Pain.
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