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Medieval History trivia explores the thousand-year span between late antiquity and the early
Renaissance, from feudal kingdoms and crusades to monasteries, trade, and chivalric culture.
This topic offers a concise way to revisit major events, influential rulers, and the social
forces that transformed Europe, the Middle East, and beyond during the Middle Ages.

HARD MEDIEVAL HISTORY TRIVIA
1. Which agreement ending a major phase of the investiture dispute was concluded in 1122?
Answer: Concordat of Worms

2. What 1071 battle became a pivotal moment in Byzantine history?
Answer: Battle of Manzikert

3. Which battle of 1212 is a key turning point in Iberian warfare?
Answer: Las Navas de Tolosa

4. What decree of 1356 set the rules for electing the Holy Roman Emperor?
Answer: Golden Bull of 1356

5. Which papal period began in 1309?
Answer: Avignon Papacy

6. In what year did the Great Schism in the Western Church begin?
Answer: 1378

7. Which famous naval battle is not medieval because it occurred in 1571?
Answer: Battle of Lepanto

8. What uprising began in 1282 on the island of Sicily?
Answer: Sicilian Vespers

9. Which legal measure did Henry II issue in 1166?
Answer: Assize of Clarendon

10. Which church council met in 1215?
Answer: Fourth Lateran Council

11. Which Cathar stronghold fell in 1244?
Answer: Montsˆ'gur

12. What battle was fought in 1187 and closely linked to Saladin’s rise?
Answer: Battle of Hattin

13. Which treaty divided the Carolingian Empire in 843?
Answer: Treaty of Verdun



14. Which ruler began the Capetian dynasty in France in 987?
Answer: Hugh Capet

FUNNY MEDIEVAL HISTORY TRIVIA
1. Which English king carried the nickname ’Longshanks’?
Answer: Edward I

2. Which medieval ruler lent his name to modern Bluetooth technology?
Answer: Harald Bluetooth

3. Which king of England was better known as the Lionheart?
Answer: Richard I

4. Which ruler of Moscow was called Ivan the Great?
Answer: Ivan III

5. In 1431, which famous French heroine was tried for heresy?
Answer: Joan of Arc

6. Which battlefield commander led Hussite forces in Bohemia?
Answer: Jan ¯‰i¯¾ka

7. Who recaptured Jerusalem in 1187?
Answer: Saladin

8. By what other name was Rodrigo Dˆ›az de Vivar known?
Answer: El Cid

9. Which Ottoman ruler captured Constantinople in 1453?
Answer: Mehmed II

10. Which crusading expedition seized Constantinople in 1204?
Answer: Fourth Crusade

11. At what battle in 1415 did English arrows make a big impression?
Answer: Agincourt

12. Which battle was fought in 1346?
Answer: Crˆ'cy

13. The capture of John II of France happened at which 1356 battle?
Answer: Battle of Poitiers

FUN MEDIEVAL HISTORY TRIVIA
1. At the Council of Clermont in 1095, which pope called for the First Crusade?
Answer: Pope Urban II

2. Which pope served from 1198 to 1216?



Answer: Pope Innocent III

3. What dispute centered on who had the right to appoint bishops?
Answer: Investiture Controversy

4. Who defeated an invading force at the Battle of Tours in 732?
Answer: Charles Martel

5. At which 1485 battle was Richard III killed?
Answer: Bosworth Field

6. Who led the English Peasants’ Revolt of 1381?
Answer: Wat Tyler

7. Which founder is traditionally credited with establishing the Mali Empire?
Answer: Sundiata Keita

8. Which saint founded the monastery of Monte Cassino?
Answer: Saint Benedict

9. Hildegard of Bingen belonged to which monastic role?
Answer: Benedictine abbess

10. Which English king was the father of Richard I?
Answer: Henry II of England

11. Which queen ruled Castile alongside Ferdinand II of Aragon?
Answer: Isabella I

12. In which year did the Western Roman Empire fall?
Answer: 476

13. What language was used in medieval Scandinavia and in Viking-age sagas?
Answer: Old Norse

MEDIEVAL HISTORY FAMILY TRIVIA
1. Which famous temple complex was originally built as a Hindu temple?
Answer: Angkor Wat

2. Which cathedral stands in northern England?
Answer: Durham Cathedral

3. What island site lies off the coast of Normandy?
Answer: Mont-Saint-Michel

4. Which palace-fortress stands in Granada?
Answer: Alhambra



5. What city in Spain became a major Christian pilgrimage destination?
Answer: Santiago de Compostela

6. Which city did crusaders capture in 1099?
Answer: Jerusalem

7. Which city was a favored residence of Charlemagne?
Answer: Aachen

8. Which Hanseatic League city was one of its leading members?
Answer: Lˆ…beck

9. Which city was a major maritime republic of medieval Italy: Venice or York?
Answer: Venice

10. Name the other great maritime republic listed here from medieval Italy besides Venice.?
Answer: Genoa

11. What was the Old Norse name for York?
Answer: Jorvik

12. Which important medieval city belonged to Rus’?
Answer: Novgorod

EASY MEDIEVAL HISTORY TRIVIA
1. Who was crowned emperor in Rome in the year 800?
Answer: Charlemagne

2. What famous charter was sealed by King John in 1215?
Answer: Magna Carta

3. Which pandemic reached Europe in the mid-14th century?
Answer: Black Death

4. In what year did the Norman Conquest of England occur?
Answer: 1066

5. Which leader defeated Harold II at the Battle of Hastings?
Answer: William the Conqueror

6. Which Norse explorer is linked with early voyages to North America?
Answer: Leif Erikson

7. Which Venetian merchant became famous for long-distance travels in Asia?
Answer: Marco Polo

8. Who founded the Mongol Empire?
Answer: Genghis Khan



9. Which ruler founded the Yuan dynasty in China?
Answer: Kublai Khan

10. Who ruled the Mali Empire in the 14th century and is famous for immense wealth?
Answer: Mansa Musa

11. What major crusading expedition began in 1096?
Answer: First Crusade

12. What was the term for land held in exchange for service?
Answer: fief

13. A person who owed loyalty and service to a lord was called what?
Answer: vassal
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