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Photography Basics trivia explores the core ideas behind cameras, light, exposure, focus,
and composition. From the mediumâ��s 19th-century origins to todayâ��s digital workflows, it
offers a factual, approachable way to test what you know and pick up useful context about
how photographs are created.

HARD PHOTOGRAPHY BASICS TRIVIA
1. Which lens description specifically refers to having a large maximum aperture?
Answer: A fast lens

2. If a photographer wants to place focus on one exact chosen area rather than let the
camera spread its attention, which autofocus mode matches that goal?
Answer: Single-point autofocus

3. What camera characteristic lets more detail be recorded at both the shadow end and the
highlight end of a scene?
Answer: Higher dynamic range

4. Which filter is used to cut reflections from nonmetallic surfaces?
Answer: A polarizing filter

5. Kodak introduced the first Brownie camera in which year?
Answer: 1900

6. Which camera is credited with helping popularize snapshot photography?
Answer: The Kodak Brownie

7. Kodachrome color film first arrived in what year?
Answer: 1935

8. Who co-founded Polaroid?
Answer: Edwin Land

9. Which Kodak engineer built an early digital camera in 1975?
Answer: Steven Sasson

10. Ansel Adams is especially associated with extensive photography in which national park?
Answer: Yosemite National Park

11. Which photographer is especially associated with candid street photography?
Answer: Henri Cartier-Bresson

12. Who is known for motion studies of humans and animals?
Answer: Eadweard Muybridge

13. Steve McCurry photographed which famous portrait?



Answer: Afghan Girl

14. What kind of film records tones in reverse before printing or scanning?
Answer: Negative film

FUNNY PHOTOGRAPHY BASICS TRIVIA
1. When your camera settings feel like three raccoons in a trench coat making decisions,
what tool helps estimate exposure settings?
Answer: A light meter helps estimate exposure settings.

2. Which file type usually gives you more editing latitude than a JPEG when your sunset
comes out a little less majestic than promised?
Answer: A RAW file usually preserves more editing latitude than a JPEG.

3. Which photographer is known for still lifes, landscapes, and studies of formâ��basically
proving peppers can be celebrities too?
Answer: Edward Weston is known for still lifes, landscapes, and studies of form.

4. Who became noted for glamorous Hollywood studio portraits, giving old-school movie-star
lighting its extra sparkle?
Answer: George Hurrell became noted for glamorous Hollywood studio portraits.

5. During the classic studio era, what city was a major hub for studio portrait photography?
Answer: Hollywood was a major hub for studio portrait photography during the classic studio
era.

6. Before digital galleries let us scroll forever, what did photographers traditionally use
to review multiple film frames at once?
Answer: Contact sheets were traditionally used to review multiple film frames at once.

7. The Greek roots of the word photography point to drawing or writing with what? Hint: not
coffee.?
Answer: Photography means drawing or writing with light in its Greek roots.

8. In what year did William Henry Fox Talbot introduce the calotype process?
Answer: William Henry Fox Talbot introduced the calotype process in 1841.

9. Which place is closely associated with William Henry Fox Talbot’s early photographic
work?
Answer: Lacock Abbey is closely associated with William Henry Fox Talbot’s early
photographic work.

10. Polaroid introduced instant color film in which year, giving impatience a whole new
hobby?
Answer: Polaroid introduced instant color film in 1963.

11. Joseph Nicˆ'phore Niˆ'pce made the early photograph View from the Window at what location?
Answer: Joseph Nicˆ'phore Niˆ'pce made the early photograph known as View from the Window at



Le Gras.

12. The Autochrome color process arrived in what yearâ��well before anyone could complain
about white balance on social media?
Answer: The Autochrome color process was introduced in 1907.

13. What editing move reduces the number of pixels in an image if the file is resaved at the
crop size?
Answer: Cropping reduces the number of pixels in an image if the file is resaved at the crop
size.

FUN PHOTOGRAPHY BASICS TRIVIA
1. Which creative figure pulled off a two-camera-career move by working as both a
photographer and a filmmaker?
Answer: Gordon Parks

2. Who is widely known for portrait photography, making famous faces a signature specialty?
Answer: Annie Leibovitz

3. Which photographer is known for stark portrait photography?
Answer: Diane Arbus

4. If a trivia host says, ’portraits and fashion were both this photographer’s lane,’ who
are they talking about?
Answer: Richard Avedon

5. Which photographer became famous for war photography rather than studio portraits or
fashion work?
Answer: Robert Capa

6. What is the title of the book written by Susan Sontag that focuses on photography?
Answer: On Photography

7. What technique is often used when you want the person sharp but the background to melt
into a blur?
Answer: Shallow depth of field

8. Which camera feature tries to do the focusing job for you by locking focus automatically?
Answer: Autofocus

9. If a photo looks like it spent too long sunbathing and turned out too bright, what is it
called?
Answer: An overexposed image

10. When a picture comes out gloomier than intended because the tones are too dark, what is
that called?
Answer: An underexposed image



11. Before digital workflows took over, what traditional workspace was used for developing
and printing photographic film?
Answer: The darkroom

12. Hasselblad was founded in which city?
Answer: Gothenburg, Sweden

13. Which city is the headquarters of Fujifilm?
Answer: Tokyo

PHOTOGRAPHY BASICS FAMILY TRIVIA
1. What device projects an upside-down image onto a surface through a small opening?
Answer: A camera obscura projects an inverted image onto a surface.

2. If the f-number gets smaller, what happens to the lens opening?
Answer: It becomes wider.

3. What kind of lens has one fixed focal length instead of zooming in and out?
Answer: A prime lens has a fixed focal length.

4. To freeze a soccer player mid-kick, photographers commonly use what kind of shutter
speed?
Answer: A fast shutter speed.

5. On a standard image histogram, which side shows the darker tones?
Answer: The left side.

6. A wider aperture usually creates what kind of depth of field?
Answer: A shallower depth of field.

7. Which lens type captures more of the scene at once than a telephoto lens?
Answer: A wide-angle lens.

8. If you want a faraway bird to look bigger in your frame, which lens type helps most?
Answer: A telephoto lens.

9. What type of photography is used for super close-up pictures of tiny subjects like
insects or coins?
Answer: Macro photography.

10. In backlighting, where is the main light source placed?
Answer: Behind the subject.

11. What tool can bounce light back onto a person’s face during a photo?
Answer: A reflector.

12. Which item softens light by scattering it, making shadows less harsh?
Answer: A diffuser.



EASY PHOTOGRAPHY BASICS TRIVIA
1. What camera feature can help reduce blur caused by shaky hands?
Answer: Image stabilization can help reduce blur from hand movement.

2. If you want to set the focus yourself instead of letting the camera do it, which mode
would you use?
Answer: Manual focus lets the photographer set focus without autofocus assistance.

3. Which autofocus setting is commonly used for subjects that are moving?
Answer: Continuous autofocus is commonly used for moving subjects.

4. What shooting mode takes several photos quickly one after another?
Answer: Burst mode captures multiple frames in quick succession.

5. Which is larger: a full-frame sensor or an APS-C sensor?
Answer: A full-frame sensor is larger than an APS-C sensor.

6. Black-and-white photography depends more on tonal contrast than on what?
Answer: Black-and-white photography relies on tonal contrast rather than color contrast.

7. What do photographers call an image where the subject appears very dark against a bright
background?
Answer: A silhouette is created when the subject is much darker than a bright background.

8. In photo editing or darkroom work, what is the term for lightening selected parts of an
image?
Answer: Dodging lightens selected parts of a photograph during printing or editing.

9. What is the term for darkening selected areas of a photograph during printing or editing?
Answer: Burning darkens selected parts of a photograph during printing or editing.

10. Which filter is used to reduce the amount of light entering the lens?
Answer: A neutral density filter reduces the amount of light entering the lens.

11. Photos of flowing water often look smooth and silky when taken with what kind of
exposure?
Answer: Long exposures of flowing water often create a smooth, silky appearance.

12. In what year was the daguerreotype process publicly announced?
Answer: The daguerreotype process was publicly announced in 1839.

13. Who founded the company that became Eastman Kodak?
Answer: George Eastman founded the company that became Eastman Kodak.
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