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Renaissance Art trivia explores the painters, sculptors, patrons, and innovations that
transformed European art during a period of profound cultural change. From Leonardo da Vinci
and Michelangelo to perspective, humanism, and iconic frescoes, it offers a lively way to
revisit the works and ideas that still shape how art is understood today.

HARD RENAISSANCE ART TRIVIA
1. Which early Renaissance figure is credited with formulating linear perspective?
Answer: Filippo Brunelleschi

2. Name the 1435 treatise in which Leon Battista Alberti explained perspective.?
Answer: De pictura

3. What term names the modeling method that relies on strong contrasts of light and dark?
Answer: Chiaroscuro

4. If a painted body seems visually compressed in depth as it projects toward the viewer,
what technique is being used?
Answer: Foreshortening

5. Michelangelo designed the tombs in which Florentine chapel?
Answer: The Medici Chapel

6. Andrea Palladio published which architectural book in 15707
Answer: | quattro libri dell'architettura

7. Near Vicenza, Palladio designed which famous villa with a centrally planned reputation?
Answer: Villa Rotonda

8. Andrea Mantegna worked in service to which ruling court?
Answer: The Gonzaga court in Mantua

9. The ceiling of the Camera degli Sposi is famous for what overhead illusionistic mode?
Answer: Di sotto in su

10. Who painted the Descent from the Cross?
Answer: Rogier van der Weyden

11. Matthias Grunewald’s Isenheim Altarpiece was made for what kind of institution at
Isenheim?
Answer: A hospital monastery

12. Which major religious movement is cited as influencing later Renaissance art in the 16th
century?
Answer: The Catholic Reformation



13. Which year is associated with a key milestone for Renaissance Art?
Answer: The Council of Trent

14. Which Italian school was especially noted for rich color, summed up by the term
colorito?
Answer: Venetian painters

FUNNY RENAISSANCE ART TRIVIA
1. Which Renaissance giant went around with the gloriously modest nickname "Il Divino"?
Answer: Michelangelo

2. Painter Giovanni Antonio Bazzi is better known by what nickname that sounds like it
belonged to a very dramatic side character?
Answer: Il Sodoma

3. Tintoretto s nickname literally means what? Tiny tailor? Little dyer? Sleepy sculptor?
Answer: little dyer

4. What does the nickname Il Bronzino refer to: a pet bronze statue, or a dark complexion or
hair color?
Answer: a dark complexion or hair color

5. In Arcimboldo s wonderfully edible portrait game, what is the title of the produce-made
portrait of Emperor Rudolf 11?
Answer: Vertumnus

6. Bronzino painted a dwarf courtier whose name sounds more like a giant than a tiny court
official. Who was he?
Answer: Morgante

7. Bosch s The Garden of Earthly Delights does not exactly keep things subtle. What notably
oversized animals appear in it?
Answer: oversized birds

8. True or false: Bosch packed The Garden of Earthly Delights with strange hybrid creatures
alongside oversized birds.?
Answer: True

9. In Michelangelo s Last Judgment, which saint is holding his own flayed skin? Not exactly
a casual accessory.?
Answer: Saint Bartholomew

10. Who later painted draperies over parts of Michelangelo s Last Judgment, becoming
history s most famous emergency tailor with a brush?
Answer: Daniele da Volterra

11. What nickname did Daniele da Volterra earn after painting draperies over Michelangelo s
figures?



Answer: Il Braghettone

12. How old was D"...rer when he made a small self-portrait drawing that basically says,
"Starting early, thanks"?
Answer: 13

13. Raphael painted which pope with a long beard during a period of mourning?
Answer: Pope Julius I

FUN RENAISSANCE ART TRIVIA

1. In Botticelli's Primavera, which goddess holds the visual center like the calm host of a
very busy mythological party?

Answer: Venus is at the center of Botticelli's Primavera.

2. Which two philosophers show up together in Raphael's The School of Athens?
Answer: Plato and Aristotle appear in Raphael’s The School of Athens.

3. The famous near-touching hands scene in the Sistine Chapel ceiling belongs to which
Michelangelo work?
Answer: The work is The Creation of Adam.

4. Leonardo’s notes sometimes look like they need a mirror before they need a reader. What
kind of writing did he often use?
Answer: He often wrote in mirror script.

5. Donatello’s bronze David is not exactly dressed for battle. Which accessories does he
wear?
Answer: He is shown wearing a hat and boots.

6. What small animal stands in the foreground of the Arnolfini Portrait, stealing a bit of
the scene?
Answer: A small dog appears in the foreground.

7. The Garden of Earthly Delights isn’'t a single panel. What format is it?
Answer: It is a triptych.

8. In Holbein’s The Ambassadors, what strange object snaps into view best when seen from the
side?
Answer: A distorted skull is seen best from the side.

9. Parmigianino’s famously stylized Madonna is remembered for what unusually stretched
feature?
Answer: An unusually long neck.

10. Which artist built portraits out of painted fruits, vegetables, and other objects,
turning produce into people?
Answer: Arcimboldo made those composite portraits.



11. Who made the drawing known as the Vitruvian Man?
Answer: Leonardo da Vinci made the Vitruvian Man drawing.

12. Which Michelangelo sculpture in St. Peter’s Basilica carries the artist’s signature?
Answer: The Pieta in St. Peter’s Basilica is signed by Michelangelo.

13. What is the name of Cellini’s celebrated gold sculpture?
Answer: It is called the Saliera.

RENAISSANCE ART FAMILY TRIVIA
1. Michelangelo carved which famous marble statue in Florence?
Answer: David

2. In what city-state can you find the Sistine Chapel?
Answer: Vatican City

3. Raphael painted a group of rooms in the Vatican Palace known by what name?
Answer: Stanze

4. If you wanted to see the Mona Lisa today, which museum would you visit?
Answer: Louvre Museum

5. Leonardo’s The Last Supper is painted on a wall in which Italian city?
Answer: Milan

6. Which city was an important center of Renaissance painting?
Answer: Venice

7. Titian painted which reclining figure in a famous Renaissance work?
Answer: Venus of Urbino

8. Who painted The Tempest?
Answer: Giorgione

9. Which artist created the fresco of the Holy Trinity in Florence?
Answer: Masaccio

10. The Flagellation of Christ was painted by which Renaissance artist?
Answer: Piero della Francesca

11. Who decorated cells at the convent of San Marco in Florence?
Answer: Fra Angelico

12. Which notable woman painter belongs to the Renaissance?
Answer: Sofonisba Anguissola

EASY RENAISSANCE ART TRIVIA
1. Who painted the Mona Lisa?



Answer: Leonardo da Vinci painted the Mona Lisa.

2. Which artist painted the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel?
Answer: Michelangelo painted the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel.

3. The School of Athens was painted by which Renaissance artist?
Answer: Raphael painted The School of Athens.

4. In what country did the Renaissance begin?
Answer: The Renaissance began in ltaly.

5. Which city was a major center of Renaissance art?
Answer: Florence was a major center of Renaissance art.

6. What do artists paint on when making a fresco?
Answer: A fresco is painted on wet plaster.

7. What is the name of the pose where a figure’s weight rests on one leg?
Answer: That pose is called contrapposto.

8. An artwork made to go above or behind an altar is called what?
Answer: It is called an altarpiece.

9. What is an artwork of three panels called?
Answer: An artwork made of three panels is called a triptych.

10. Who designed the dome of Florence Cathedral?
Answer: Filippo Brunelleschi designed the dome of Florence Cathedral.

11. Florence Cathedral is also known by what name?
Answer: Florence Cathedral is also called Santa Maria del Fiore.

12. Who painted The Birth of Venus?
Answer: Sandro Botticelli painted The Birth of Venus.

13. What famous wall painting did Leonardo da Vinci create besides the Mona Lisa?
Answer: Leonardo da Vinci painted The Last Supper.
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