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Stand-Up Comedy trivia spotlights the performers, formats, and breakout moments that turned
live joke-telling into a major popular art form. From early nightclub circuits and
television variety shows to arena tours and streaming specials, stand-up has continually
evolved while keeping timing, observation, and audience connection at its core. Expect easy,
funny facts that make the genreâ��s history and personalities approachable for casual fans.

FUNNY STAND-UP COMEDY TRIVIA
1. Who often wore sunglasses while performing stand-up, like the room’s coolest mystery
guest?
Answer: Mitch Hedberg

2. Which comedian regularly brings drawings and large sketch pads into the act?
Answer: Demetri Martin

3. Who turned watermelon-smashing with a giant mallet into a comedy trademark?
Answer: Gallagher

4. Props piled high? That points to which stand-up comic?
Answer: Carrot Top

5. Who popularized the stand-up phrase ’What a country!’?
Answer: Yakov Smirnoff

6. Which comedian is known for understated stand-up delivered in a soft voice?
Answer: Rita Rudner

7. An eccentric stage persona with highly stylized delivery belongs to whom?
Answer: Emo Philips

8. Which comic brought an accordion onstage for the ’Love Goddess’ act?
Answer: Judy Tenuta

9. What was the title of Bob Newhart’s 1960 debut album?
Answer: The Button-Down Mind of Bob Newhart

10. Which comedy album won the Grammy for Album of the Year?
Answer: The Button-Down Mind of Bob Newhart

11. After early stand-up success, who played an alien comic in ’Mork & Mindy’?
Answer: Robin Williams

12. Whose breakthrough stand-up persona was billed as a ’domestic goddess’?
Answer: Roseanne Barr

13. Which game-show host actually started out as a stand-up comedian?



Answer: Howie Mandel

FUN STAND-UP COMEDY TRIVIA
1. Which comedian won the Emmy for Outstanding Writing for a Variety Special for ’Kid
Gorgeous’ in 2018?
Answer: John Mulaney

2. What 2018 Ali Wong stand-up special followed ’Baby Cobra’?
Answer: Hard Knock Wife

3. Whose one-man show ’Sleepwalk with Me’ later became a 2012 film?
Answer: Mike Birbiglia

4. In what year did ’Comedians in Cars Getting Coffee’ debut as a web series?
Answer: 2012

5. Who created ’Def Comedy Jam’?
Answer: Bob Sumner

6. What HBO series gave individual comedians half-hour stand-up sets?
Answer: One Night Stand

7. Which London venue has frequently been used to record major stand-up specials?
Answer: Hammersmith Apollo

8. Which television series follows a woman pursuing stand-up comedy?
Answer: The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel

9. For ’Kid Gorgeous,’ John Mulaney won which Emmy category in 2018?
Answer: Outstanding Writing for a Variety Special

10. Which Ali Wong special landed in 2018: ’Hard Knock Wife’ or ’Baby Cobra’?
Answer: Hard Knock Wife

11. What is the exact title of Jerry Seinfeld’s web series that debuted in 2012?
Answer: Comedians in Cars Getting Coffee

12. Bob Sumner is tied to the creation of which stand-up showcase?
Answer: Def Comedy Jam

13. If a comic got exactly a half-hour solo HBO set, what series might it have been on?
Answer: One Night Stand

STAND-UP COMEDY FAMILY TRIVIA
1. Which comedian often stepped onstage carrying a newspaper?
Answer: Mort Sahl

2. Before starring in ’Sanford and Son,’ who was already a major nightclub stand-up?



Answer: Redd Foxx

3. Which late-night host began his national television career after working as a stand-up
comedian?
Answer: David Letterman

4. What long-running sketch show first aired in 1975 and launched many stand-up careers?
Answer: Saturday Night Live

5. Which TV showcase for stand-up premiered in 1982?
Answer: An Evening at the Improv

6. John Byner hosted which A&E stand-up showcase?
Answer: Comedy on the Road

7. What documentary about comedians was released in 2005?
Answer: The Aristocrats

8. Who received the Mark Twain Prize for American Humor in 2001?
Answer: Whoopi Goldberg

9. At what venue is the Mark Twain Prize for American Humor presented?
Answer: The Kennedy Center

10. Which New York City venue is known for hosting major stand-up comedians?
Answer: Carnegie Hall

11. What New York City neighborhood became an important early hub for stand-up clubs?
Answer: Greenwich Village

12. Which U.S. city is a major hub for stand-ups seeking television and film work?
Answer: Los Angeles

EASY STAND-UP COMEDY TRIVIA
1. Which boundary-pushing American stand-up became famous in the 1950s and 1960s?
Answer: Lenny Bruce

2. Before she became a television host, which comedian was already widely known for
stand-up?
Answer: Joan Rivers

3. Who released the 1972 stand-up album ’Class Clown’?
Answer: George Carlin

4. Name the comedian who starred in the 1979 concert film ’Richard Pryor: Live in Concert’.?
Answer: Richard Pryor

5. ’Delirious,’ released in 1983, is a stand-up concert film by which comedian?



Answer: Eddie Murphy

6. Who created the series ’Comedians in Cars Getting Coffee’?
Answer: Jerry Seinfeld

7. Which club founder established The Comedy Store in West Hollywood?
Answer: Mitzi Shore

8. On what famous stretch is The Comedy Store located in West Hollywood?
Answer: The Sunset Strip

9. What HBO comedy showcase premiered in 1992?
Answer: Def Comedy Jam

10. Which stand-up competition show debuted on NBC in 2003?
Answer: Last Comic Standing

11. What is the title of Steve Martin’s memoir about his early stand-up years?
Answer: Born Standing Up

12. Ali Wong’s 2016 Netflix stand-up special goes by what title?
Answer: Baby Cobra

13. Which comedian broke through with the show ’Nanette’?
Answer: Hannah Gadsby
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