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Suez Canal trivia highlights one of the worldâ��s most consequential man-made waterways, a
sea-level passage in Egypt that connects the Mediterranean Sea and the Red Sea through the
Isthmus of Suez. Opened in 1869, the canal transformed shipping routes by creating a direct
link between Europe and Asia, and it remains a geographic boundary between Africa and Asia
as well as a frequent subject of history, engineering, and current-events questions.

HARD SUEZ CANAL TRIVIA
1. Long before the modern Suez Canal, ancient canal schemes in Egypt aimed to connect the
Nile to which sea?
Answer: The Red Sea

2. Which pharaoh is specifically associated with one early attempt to create a Nileâ��Red Sea
canal?
Answer: Necho II

3. Name the Persian king who also associated himself with an ancient canal between the Nile
region and the Red Sea.?
Answer: Darius I

4. Which engineer contributed important planning work for the modern Suez Canal?
Answer: Alois Negrelli

5. In what year was the Compagnie universelle du canal maritime de Suez chartered?
Answer: 1858

6. Ferdinand de Lesseps received a canal concession that lasted how long from the canal’s
opening?
Answer: 99 years

7. What key year marks Britain’s occupation of Egypt, after which it gained lasting
influence over the canal zone?
Answer: 1882

8. Which agreement addressed the canal’s neutral use in both war and peace in 1888?
Answer: The Convention of Constantinople

9. During World War I, in what year did the Ottoman Empire attack the Suez Canal?
Answer: 1915

10. Before the mid-20th century shift, what kind of outside presence remained especially
strong in the canal zone?
Answer: British military influence

11. Which year is attached to the Anglo-Egyptian agreement providing for British withdrawal
from the canal zone?



Answer: 1954

12. What was the Anglo-French military plan called during the 1956 Suez Crisis?
Answer: Operation Musketeer

13. Israel’s codename for its part in the 1956 campaign was what?
Answer: Operation Kadesh

14. What was the name of the Egyptian operation launched across the Suez Canal in 1973?
Answer: Operation Badr

FUNNY SUEZ CANAL TRIVIA
1. On what date did Ever Given turn the Suez Canal into the world’s most awkward sideways
parking job?
Answer: March 23, 2021

2. For about how long was Ever Given wedged across the canal like a giant cork with bad
timing?
Answer: Nearly a week

3. When the canal was blocked in 2021, what piled up at both ends: applause, sandwiches, or
ships?
Answer: A queue of waiting ships

4. What small heroic machine became a viral internet image next to the enormous stranded
Ever Given?
Answer: A tiny excavator

5. Which company operated Ever Given during its famous accidental canal audition?
Answer: Evergreen Marine

6. Ever Given sails under the flag of which country?
Answer: Panama

7. On what date was Ever Given finally refloated, ending its very public canal sit-in?
Answer: March 29, 2021

8. Which Dutch salvage company helped refloat Ever Given when the canal needed an
industrial-sized un-sticking?
Answer: Smit Salvage

9. Name the tugboat involved in the 2021 refloating effort that sounds ready for an
action-movie poster.?
Answer: Baraka 1

10. What kind of heavy equipment removed sand from the canal bank during the Ever Given
rescue?
Answer: Dredgers



11. What weather factor was cited in the grounding, proving the wind sometimes also chooses
chaos?
Answer: Strong winds

12. What kind of websites let the public watch ships stack up near the canal like impatient
ducks in 2021?
Answer: Tracking sites

13. Memes compared the blocked Suez Canal to what very relatable commuter nightmare?
Answer: A giant traffic jam

FUN SUEZ CANAL TRIVIA
1. Which French empress showed up for the Suez Canalâ��s 1869 opening celebrations like
historyâ��s fanciest ribbon-cutting guest?
Answer: Empress Eugˆ'nie attended the canal’s 1869 opening celebrations.

2. Pop quiz from the canalâ��s cultural orbit: which opera is often linked in popular memory
to the era of the Suez Canalâ��s opening?
Answer: Aida is often linked in popular memory to the era of the canal’s opening.

3. Before states and headlines took over, which company originally operated the Suez Canal?
Answer: The Suez Canal Company originally operated the canal.

4. In what year did Britain buy a large block of Suez Canal shares?
Answer: Britain bought a large block of canal shares in 1875.

5. Which British prime minister arranged the dramatic 1875 purchase of Suez Canal shares?
Answer: Benjamin Disraeli arranged the 1875 share purchase.

6. Who nationalized the Suez Canal in 1956, turning a waterway into world news?
Answer: Egyptian president Gamal Abdel Nasser nationalized the canal in 1956.

7. On what exact date did Nasser announce the Suez Canalâ��s nationalization?
Answer: Nasser announced the canal’s nationalization on July 26, 1956.

8. The canalâ��s 1956 nationalization crisis quickly grew into what major international
crisis?
Answer: It led to the Suez Crisis of 1956.

9. Which three countries attacked Egypt during the 1956 Suez Crisis?
Answer: Britain, France, and Israel attacked Egypt during the 1956 Suez Crisis.

10. After the Suez Crisis, what United Nations force was createdâ��proof that even canals can
require peacekeeping paperwork?
Answer: The United Nations created UNEF after the Suez Crisis.

11. What kind of traffic did expanded Suez Canal bypasses help allow more of in the 21st



century?
Answer: They allowed more two-way traffic.

12. Egypt unveiled a major Suez Canal expansion in which year?
Answer: Egypt inaugurated a major canal expansion in 2015.

13. What nickname was often used for the 2015 Suez Canal expansion project?
Answer: It was often called the New Suez Canal.

SUEZ CANAL FAMILY TRIVIA
1. In what year did construction of the Suez Canal begin?
Answer: 1859

2. What is the official opening date of the Suez Canal?
Answer: November 17, 1869

3. Who ruled Egypt when the Suez Canal opened?
Answer: Khedive Ismail

4. About how long was the original Suez Canal?
Answer: 164 kilometers

5. When the canal debuted in 1869, what special event was held to mark it?
Answer: A ceremonial opening voyage

6. Which lake is part of the Suez Canal route?
Answer: Little Bitter Lake

7. Near the canal’s northern approach, which body of water lies nearby?
Answer: Lake Manzala

8. The Suez Canal gave ships a direct route between Europe and what region?
Answer: South Asia

9. The city of Suez sits on which gulf?
Answer: The Gulf of Suez

10. The Suez Canal helped make Egypt strategically important to what?
Answer: Global trade

11. Which kind of vessels benefited greatly from the canal’s shorter route?
Answer: Steamships

12. In what year was the Suez Canal closed after the Six-Day War?
Answer: 1967

EASY SUEZ CANAL TRIVIA
1. In which country is the Suez Canal located?



Answer: Egypt

2. Which two seas does the Suez Canal connect?
Answer: The Mediterranean Sea and the Red Sea

3. What kind of waterway is the Suez Canal: natural or artificial?
Answer: Artificial

4. The Suez Canal crosses which isthmus?
Answer: The Isthmus of Suez

5. What city marks the northern end of the Suez Canal?
Answer: Port Said

6. In what year did the Suez Canal open?
Answer: 1869

7. Using the Suez Canal helps ships avoid sailing around which continent?
Answer: Africa

8. True or false: The Suez Canal has locks.?
Answer: False

9. The Suez Canal is what kind of waterway in terms of elevation?
Answer: A sea-level waterway

10. At this narrow point, the Suez Canal separates which two continents?
Answer: Africa and Asia

11. What best describes the Suez Canal’s role in global trade?
Answer: It is a major shipping route

12. Which organization operates the Suez Canal?
Answer: The Suez Canal Authority

13. Name one lake the Suez Canal passes through: which one includes Ismailia nearby?
Answer: Lake Timsah
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