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The Secret History trivia explores Donna Tarttâ��s first novel, published by Alfred A. Knopf
in September 1992. Set against the world of an elite classics cohort, the book became known
for its elegant prose, unsettling atmosphere, and lasting influence on contemporary campus
fiction. This page offers a concise way to test what you know, from accessible details to
tougher literary facts.

HARD THE SECRET HISTORY TRIVIA
1. Who tells the story of The Secret History in the first person?
Answer: Richard Papen narrates the novel in the first person.

2. At Hampden College, what subject binds the central student group together academically?
Answer: Classics.

3. Julian Morrow instructs his select students in which ancient language rather than Latin?
Answer: Greek.

4. Before he is fully absorbed into the elite circle, what practical problem weighs on
Richard after arriving at Hampden?
Answer: He struggles financially.

5. What major crime does the novel openly disclose before it fully explains the motive
behind it?
Answer: Bunny’s murder.

6. The group’s buried secret stems from what kind of ritual?
Answer: A Dionysian ritual.

7. During the students’ attempted bacchanal, who dies?
Answer: A local farmer dies.

8. What dangerous piece of knowledge does Bunny acquire before his own death?
Answer: He learns about the farmer’s death.

9. Bunny meets his end in what specific way?
Answer: He is pushed into a ravine.

10. What does Julian Morrow ultimately do after discovering the truth about his students?
Answer: He leaves.

11. Where is Francis Abernathy’s home located in relation to the college town?
Answer: In the countryside outside the college town.

12. As the story advances, which Macaulay sibling becomes increasingly unstable?
Answer: Charles Macaulay.



13. What aspect of Richard’s inner life most strongly shapes the novel’s moral perspective?
Answer: His obsession with the group.

14. Rather than concealing the killer, what does the novel’s inverted whodunit structure
place at the center of attention?
Answer: Motive over culprit.

FUNNY THE SECRET HISTORY TRIVIA
1. What nickname does Edmund go by, as if the dark novel accidentally wandered into a
petting zoo?
Answer: Bunny

2. When Richard talks about his past, what does he often serve up instead of the plain
version?
Answer: An invented, more glamorous background

3. Bunny treats his friends like what kind of financial institution?
Answer: A source of borrowed money

4. In the Greek group, Bunny is especially notable for being what?
Answer: One of the least scholarly members

5. Julianâ��s class feels less like a normal college course and more like what?
Answer: An exclusive club

6. What first hooks Richard about the group before he really knows them?
Answer: Their style and mystique

7. Henry often gives off the vibe of someone who is what, despite being a college student?
Answer: Older than a typical college student

8. The groupâ��s polished conversations are often covering up what less polished reality?
Answer: Hidden panic

9. When things get unbearable, whose country house keeps turning into the groupâ��s getaway
spot?
Answer: Francisâ��s

10. Richard spends much of the novel doing what social high-wire act?
Answer: Trying to belong among people richer than he is

11. What unlikely academic setting gets promoted to the center of a murder story?
Answer: A college Greek class

12. Julian delivers refined lectures while his students are hiding what kind of
contrast-heavy reality?
Answer: Criminal secrets



13. Richard pays close attention to class differences almost as carefully as he notices
what?
Answer: Literary details

FUN THE SECRET HISTORY TRIVIA
1. Before the main timeline really gets rolling, what kind of opening does The Secret
History use?
Answer: It opens with a prologue.

2. If you tried to split The Secret History neatly down the middle, into how many main parts
would it go?
Answer: Two main parts.

3. Bunny may be Bunny, but what is his actual first name?
Answer: Edmund.

4. Which character is most strongly tied to disciplined scholarship?
Answer: Henry Winter.

5. Before transferring, Richard Papen studies at a school in which city?
Answer: Plano.

6. Richard doesn’t roll into Hampden from nearby. Which region does he come from?
Answer: The West Coast.

7. Julian’s circle is deep in which kind of Greek study?
Answer: Ancient Greek language and culture.

8. Which off-page event looms large in the novel’s backstory like a wild shadow?
Answer: A bacchanal.

9. Before Bunny is murdered, the group is already hiding what grim secret?
Answer: A farmer’s death.

10. Which character gives off the strongest elegant, old-money vibe?
Answer: Francis Abernathy.

11. What kind of college atmosphere shapes the setting of The Secret History?
Answer: A small liberal-arts college environment.

12. Where does Bunny’s death take place?
Answer: In the mountains near Hampden.

13. The Secret History is often shelved in readers’ minds alongside which aesthetic?
Answer: Dark academia.

THE SECRET HISTORY FAMILY TRIVIA
1. What subject does Richard Papen study after arriving at Hampden College?



Answer: Greek

2. How does Julian Morrow handle enrollment in his class?
Answer: He allows only a handful of students into it.

3. What is Bunny’s last name in the novel?
Answer: Corcoran

4. Where does Francis Abernathy often host the group?
Answer: At his country house

5. What is Charles Macaulay’s relationship to Camilla Macaulay?
Answer: He is her twin brother.

6. Within Julian’s Greek circle, what makes Camilla stand out?
Answer: She is the only woman in the group.

7. True or false: Hampden College is presented as a real Vermont college.?
Answer: False

8. Richard Papen tries especially hard to fit into what kind of school social circle?
Answer: A wealthier social circle

9. The novel is told largely as what kind of storytelling?
Answer: A recollection of past events

10. What kind of weather keeps showing up in the book’s setting?
Answer: Snowy New England weather

11. What sort of material do the Greek students spend time translating?
Answer: Ancient texts

12. Between Bunny and Henry, which character is portrayed as the more careless one?
Answer: Bunny

EASY THE SECRET HISTORY TRIVIA
1. Who wrote The Secret History?
Answer: Donna Tartt

2. In what year was The Secret History published?
Answer: 1992

3. What was The Secret History in Donna Tartt’s career: first novel, second novel, or third
novel?
Answer: First novel

4. Which publisher released The Secret History?
Answer: Alfred A. Knopf



5. At what college is The Secret History set?
Answer: Hampden College

6. Who narrates the story in The Secret History?
Answer: Richard Papen

7. Richard Papen comes to Hampden from which state?
Answer: California

8. Who teaches the small Greek class in the novel?
Answer: Julian Morrow

9. Which student is one of the central characters and is known as Bunny?
Answer: Bunny Corcoran

10. Which of these students belongs to Julian’s Greek class?
Answer: Henry Winter

11. What are the names of the twins in the group?
Answer: Charles and Camilla Macaulay

12. Which student is another member of the Greek group besides Henry, Bunny, and the
Macaulay twins?
Answer: Francis Abernathy

13. True or false: The novel opens by revealing that Bunny will die.?
Answer: True
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